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The Christian Church Goes Forward 


EGINNING January 1, 1923, the Christian Church will have, besides a host of 
volunteer workers, three specialists in Christian Education giving their entire 
time to the work. These great leaders are to be Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Mr. Her- 

mon Eldredge, and Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein. They are to give themselves to editing 
our denominational literature and to fostering the full program of Christian Edu- 
cation in our church. Mrs. Bullock and Mr. Eldredge will also devote a part of their 
time to field work. This is a great forward step. It presages a new day for our 
church. 

These specialists are to foster and promote Sunday-schools, Christian Endeav- 
or, Colleges, and Christian Homes, as well as the recreational school, benevolent, 
co-operative, and missionary activities of the Kingdom. They are to weld the en- 
tire educational effort of the church and of its membership into an unified program. 
It is the same person that we are trying to reach through these various agencies. 
Our church has been prophetic in seeing this and in acting upon its consequences— 
the correlation of all the agencies of the Kingdom into a whole that a consistent and 
wholesome impact may be made on the problems of Christian Education in our day. 

The Christian Church thus goes forward. Again our church leads the way as 
our fathers did a century ago. 

W. A. HARPER, Secrétary, 
Department of Christian Education. 
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About Folks and Things 


The editor of The Herald, Dr. Alva M. 
Kerr, who suffered a complete nervous and 
physical breakdown the early part of De- 
cember, is now sufficiently recovered to be 
taken to:Michigan for a few weeks of abso- 
lute rest and treatment—when it is hoped 
his recovery will be complete. He wishes 
us to express his deep appreciation of the 
hundreds of greetings of friendships and the 
many letters of encouragement which he has 
received from friends everywhere. We are 
all hoping and praying that this enforced 
rest may really prove a blessing and that 
he may be speedily restored to health and 
to his work again. 


Dr. W. S. Alexander, president of Unicn 
Christian College, was a visitor at the Pub- 
lishing House last week. 

Rev. J. A. Henderson, president of F'rank- 
linton Christian College, gives some inter- 
esting items concerning the work of that 
college elsewhere in this issue. There are 
now one hundred and nine students en- 
rolled and there is a great need for a new 
dormitory. 

Home Mission Secretary Thomas and his 
wife obesrved their twenty-fifth wedding an- 
niversary on Christmas night at their home 
in West Milton, there being about forty 
neighbors and friends present to enjoy the 
evening. Their many friends are wishing 
them many more years of happiness to- 
gether. 


All pastors should be sure to read that 
article, “A Plan of Conservation,” on page 
7, so as to be able to assist Home Mission 
Secretary Thomas in carrying out the will 
of the Convention in regard to church mem- 
bers moving from one church to another. 
His plan is a good one, but it cannot be ef- 
fective except it receive the pastors’ aid. 


In this issue we are printing the first of 
a series of Bible studies given by Rev. Clar- 
ence Defur, D. D., at the last session of the 
Eel River Conference, on “Bible Fundamen- 
tals.” Brother Defur explains that the stu- 
dies had never been put in manuscript form 
until now prepared for The Herald, thus 
accounting for possible variation from the 
original extemporaneous delivery. 

We are very sorry to havé to go to press 
this week—the first issue of the new year— 
without Brother Riddle’s page of “Doings in 
Dixie.” A letter from him stated that the 
notes would be mailed the following day, but, 
probably due ‘to the congested mails of the 
holiday season, they have failed to react: us. 
It will be a real disappointment to our read- 
ers, for his page is a most highly appreci- 
ated feature of The Herald. 


Surely Miss Olive G. Williams has been 
passing through most unusual trials. Word 
reaches us that she has suffered a relapse 
and is again‘in the hospital at Raleigh with 
another slight congestion of the lungs. She 
is not in a serious condition, but it will be 
some, days before she can again attempt to 
get out. The doctor still believes it will be 








possible for her to sail in February, and she 
is looking forward with much prayer and 
faith to that time. In the meantime she is 
siowly recovering the use of her arm, which 
has mended nicely. It is possible that when 
she finally does return she will be stronger 
than she has been for many months. We 
must continue to remember her in prayer. 


For the benefit of our pastors and church- 
es that will be formulating their programs 
for in harmony with the call of the Federal 
Council’s Commission on Evangelism for the 











































Week of Prayer for the 
Churches 


Sunday, January 7, to Saturday, 
January 13, 1923 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 


TEXTS SUGGESTED FOR SERMONS 
AND ADDRESSES 


If thy presence go not with us, carry 
us not up hence.—Ex. 23: 15. 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come.— 
Isaiah 60: 1. 

Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, that ye may go and bring 
forth fruit, that whatsoever ye shall 
ask of the Father in my) name, he may 
give it you.—John 15: 16. 

Behold I make all things new.—Rev. 
21:5. 





MONDAY, JANUARY 8 
Thanksgiving and Confession 
Scripture Readings—Psalm 40; Matt. 

17: 1-21; 2 Cor. 4. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 
The Church Universal—The “One Body” 
of Which Christ is the Head 
Scripture Readings—Isaiah 42: 1-12; 
Luke 22: 17-30; 1 Cor, 13; Eph. 4: 1-16. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10 
Nations and Their Rulers 
Seripture Readings—Psalm 33; Psalm 

72; Zech. 2: 1-5; Eph. 2: 13-22. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY il 
Foreign Missions 
Scripture Readings—lIsaiah 
4:5-12; Rom. 10: 11-21. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12 


Families, Schools, Colleges, and 
the Young 


Scripture Readings—Matt. 19: 13-22; 
Prov. 3: 1-17; Psalm 119: 9-16, 33-40. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 
Home Missions 


Scripture Readings—Isaiah 60: 1-5, 
18-22; John 15:1-17; Eph. 3:14-21; 1 
Cor. 1: 18-31, 


35; Acts 


observance of the annual week of prayer, we 
are printing, on this page, the topics for uni- 


versal and united prayer. These topics and 
Scripture readings, together with further 
suggestive material for the programs, ap- 
peared in our issue of December 7. As pre- 
viously suggested, our pastors will find 
Brother Gilbert’s Prayer Pages very help- 
ful in this connection, as, beginning with the 
issue of December 7, he has followed the 
general program of the Week of Prayer in 
his meditations. It is hoped that our 
churches will enter most heartily into the 
spirit of this week of prayer. 


Foreign Mission Secretary Minton has 
just received word of the sudden death of 
Miss Christine Penrod, in Tokyo, Japan. 
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Miss Penrod was formerly a member of our 
mission, but for some years has been the 
head of a large rescue home for Japanese 
girls, in which capacity she has done a 
most remarkable work. She was a woman 
of great faith and tireless energy in the 
work of her Lord, and throughout our 
church a large circle of friends will mourn 
her going. Loving sympathy is extended to 
her sister, Mrs. A. D. Woodworth, in her 
great personal loss. These sisters have giv- 
en thirty years to mission work in Japan. 
Brother Minton plans to publish later, eith- 
er in The Herald or The Christian Mission- 
ary, a tribute to her memory from Dr. 
Woodworth. She was buried in Tokyo. 


The North Christian Church, of New Bed- 
ford, Massachusetts, Rev. H. M. Hainer pas- 
tor, most fittingly expressed the Christmas 
spirit in its remembrance of our Christian 
orphanages. Having received from Super- 
intendent Johnson the names and ages of all 
the children at Elon Orphanage, ninety- 
eight Christmas gifts were sent, one for 
each boy and girl and one for each helper. 
Each gift was wrapped separately and 
marked with the recipient’s name, and we 
can imagine the happiness and good cheer 
which accompanied the distribution of the 
packages. The church also sent a barrei 
of clothes, a football, and other things. 
This church is furnishing a bed room at the 
new Christian Orphanage at Carversville, 
Pennsylvania, to be known as the Lucy S. 
Cushing Room in memory of Miss Cushing, 
who was for years superintendent of the 
cradle roll and who through her love and 
untiring efforts so greatly helped the chil- 
dren of the parish. 


The Department of Christian Education 
is issuing its first call for funds from the 
Convention office this week. Those who have 
been following the new plans for the church 
are familiar with the fact that beginning 
January 1, the Department of Christian Ed- 
ucation embraces the work formerly done 
under the separate departments of Educa- 
tion, Sunday-schools, and Christian Endeav- 
or. Dr. W. A. Harper, the Secretary of this 
new department, has already done a re- 
markable piece of service in correlating the 
work so rapidly and efficiently. The special 
features of our issue this week are the re- 
sult of his planning. The department has 
undertaken a great work, and we believe 
our people will gladly support this larger 
and more effective plan. During the year 
three calls will be made for Christian Edu- 
cation—one to the church proper in the 
place of the former Educational Call, and 
one each to the Sunday-schools and Chris- 
tian Endeavor societies in the place of the 
former calls as separate departments. This 
first call goes to the Christian Endeavor 
societies, through their presidents and pas- 
tors, and it should meet with a prompt and 
liberal response. Our young people will 
surely be quick to catch the significance of 
this new arrangement with its larger ap- 
peal. All offerings are to be remitted to 
the Convention Secretary, Dr. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio.. 
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The New Year 


HE “Happy New Years” have been said with varia- 
oie tions of significance ranging all the way from mere 

formality to the deepest emotions of the heart. The 
passing into another year may be given an excessive im- 
portance, or it may suffer a neglect which is criminal. 
New Year holds no change, except in us. It is a whistling 
station along the track of an onrushing world where the 
mile boards are in a little larger type and the surround- 
ing lights a bit more brilliant. Some will look at the re- 
treating old year regretfully, others will be glad it is over 
and they will not have to pass that way again. Some fel- 
low-travelers became weary; bade us good night, and fell 
asleep in their narrow beds. On the way we have been 
joined by new companions whose association has added 
a fresh cheer to the journey. Occasionally we have made 
brief spurts of progress, but mostly we have crept along 
uneventfully over a way that has been rough and difficult. 
Now and then we have had the pleasant sensation that 
we were going forward. 


T seems a human trait to think most at this time of the 
less pleasant side of the past. If so, let us indulge the 
backward look only long enough to learn its lessons for 
improvement. Let no ghosts of old failures stalk in the 
new paths; let us rather transmit “all the dead yester- 
days into a living today.” It is a great art to look to the 
past as to a great teacher, then resolutely turn our faces 
to the future with all of these lessons in mind. How piti- 
able is the man who diminishes his energy for present 
tasks by a lament over past failures, and but little better 
is he who sits down in complacency to count his victories 
of yesterday instead of simmoning his energies afresh 
for today. Clocks and calendars have no moral qualities 
which they can exercise on human souls, yet they register 
the time out of which all achievement comes. To us there 
may be but few years, but these are like the alphabet of 
twenty-six letters which provides the literature of a na- 
tion, or the eight notes which have built the gladdening 
music of all generations, or the seven colors which have 
glorified the canvasses of the ages. The need and oppor- 
tunity for making a good influence felt was never greater. 
Whichever way we look there seems to be an unusual need 
for the establishment of a right order. The chaos and 
tragedy of a world extends to most of its parts. There is 
a widespread uncertainty and 
hesitancy at a time when 
godly men ought to be sure 
and aggressive. From in- 
dividuals to nations there is 
a groping which has already 
stayed long overtime. A 
new and established order is 


several weeks. 





‘HE Editor is under physicians’ orders to do nothing for 
Our readers will profit by this prohi- 
bition in that others will write these editorials. 
sorry that the “Trend of Events” will have to be discontinued 
during that time—The Editor. 





due in the affairs of men. There is a widespread, though 
undefined, yearning for a leadership to bring in the new 
order in religion, society, and business, in community and 
nation, and among the nations and races of the earth. In 
the voice of events is not God saying, “Whom shall I send 
and who will go for me?” 


MAN is minus some sterling quality who can view the 

Turkish situation without an upheaval of soul in at 
least some activity against it. Inertia over the Near East 
starvation is inconceivable in normal humanity. The 
materialism of our own country, its disinterestedness in 
world conditions, and its indifference to the destructive 
forces threatening its own welfare should stir mightily 
the man who means to live a whole life in 1923. The 
child of God who loves the triumph of his cause above the 
shibboleths of men should see and correct the impotency 
of a divided church at a time when a progressive program 
of righteousness awaits such correction. It is going to 
be a great year in which to live, but only for those of 
great unselfish purpose. Our moral danger lies not in the 
abuse of the new year, but in our failure to react with 
promptness to the opportunities which it presents. If 
we could summon as much seriousness in passing from 
one day, or one hour, to another as we do in the passing 
of a year, then weave that seriousness into our working 
program we might react better. We will use the time of 
ihe year somehow, but we may not use it to the 
highest purpose. God made us co-partners with him 
in holy tasks. When man withholds himself from service 
in this co-partnership he robs God of a service to which 
he is entitled, humanity of a needed blessing, and himself 
of a contribution to his best self and highest joy. 


= this, then, be no year of slavery to a few dust specks, 
or the foolish nothings of an empty life, with an 
unquestioned but unasserted title to a kingdom of self- 
betterment, world helpfulness, and personal happiness. 
Let it be above that self-torture of him who puts head 
and hands into the stocks of a workaday machine, largely 
of his own devising, making the soul of him as nearly 
like the material substances with which his outer life 
contacts as it is possible for it to become. Not a few men 
are cursing an economic or industrial system for a con- 
dition which is produced by their own false standards 
of life. Always there is the 
danger of living under the 
dominion of the things seen 
in a perpetual sacrifice of 
the value and happiness of 
the holier unseen things. Let 
it not be so with us. 
F. G. COFFIN. 


But we are 
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Which Is the Greater? 
“Greater things than these shall ye do.”—Jesus. 


N the fields of human conflict and achievement, differ- 
| ent standards of courage and victory are plainly vis- 

ible. We praise with exultant cries the bravery, hero- 
ism, and manly courage the one who enters into war’s ex- 
citing conflict where deadly weapons are used as instru- 
ments of warfare. We call these great heroes, whose 
gallant deeds have helped to win many battles. They 
have indeed faced the foe, have bared their breasts to 
flying missiles of steel, and perchance have been wounded 
in mortal combat. Many brave sons have fallen in bat- 
tie, and the loved ones who gladly would have given a 
cup of water, or wiped the death damp from the brows 
of the dying soldiers, could not be there to minister to their 
wants. Yet we fail to remember those who have strug- 
gled against disease, affliction, temptation, poverty, in- 
herent weaknesses, misfortune, harmful habits, evil 
passions, and appetites—and have overcome. Though 
they may have fallen, or failed many times, yet have they 
“endured as seeing him who is invisible.” These are 
among the greatest heroes of all time. 

Life’s greatest victories are on the fields of moral and 
spiritual conflict. One may have served boldly and val- 
iantly on the battle field, yet have fallen and cowardly 
failed in the face of some vicious habit. Bravely to face 
a foe on the field of battle, and then fail to overcome an 
ugly temper or impure desire is characteristic of weak- 
ness and cowardice rather than strength and courage. 
Faith in the ultimate triumphs of good over evil, togeth- 
er with life’s disciplinary experiences such as try men’s 
souls, with the divine Helper leading, will bring final vic- 
tory and freedom. Says T. T. Munger, in “The Freedom 
of Faith,” “Man is under trial not because he is a sinner, 


but because he is a moral being undergoing a formative 


process. It should therefore not be treated as a harsh, 
doom-like way, but as a gracious feature of a gracious 
system.” Thomas Erskine said a generation ago, “No 
education can go on without trial, but we are tried that 
we may be educated, not educated that we may be tried.” 

This is a universe of moral values, and spiritual 
worth; the greatest things are not those which may be 
seen with the eyes, or heard with the ears. The greatest 
deeds are not the marvelous, the miraculous, or the won- 
derful. 

“A man’s best things are nearest him, 


Lie close about his feet.” 
~*~ * *~ + 7 


“But on and up, where Nature’s heart 
Beats strong amid the hills, 
Great thoughts, great feelings come to us 


Like instincts unawares.” 
* * * aa a 


“One God, one law, one element, 

And one far-off, divine event 

To which the whole creation moves.” 
We are being carried on by that grand onward sweep 
of unseen, harmonious forces which underlie all life and 
bring at last its best development. 


“Yet behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above his own.” 


“Greater is he that ruleth his spirit, than he that tak- 
eth a city.” Some have struggled long against an ugly 
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disposition, a petulant temperament, but have finally 
risen to the heights of self-control. Even hot-blooded, 
hasty, fiery Peter came at last to where he could say, 
“Finally, be ye all like-minded, compassionate, loving as 
brethren, tenderhearted, humble-minded; not rendering 
evil for evil. ... The end of all things is at hand; be ye 
therefore of sound mind, fervent in love.” All literature 
and life are full of illustrious examples of lonely travel- 
ers along life’s hard paths, who have battled against pov- 
erty, temptations, physical weakness, and other hindering 
causes, yet who through weakness have been made strong 
and gained a fellowship at last with the highest and no- 
blest, the purest, and the best, and achieved life’s greatest 
things. 
B. F. VAUGHAN. 


Beware of the Ruts 


HE rut has a large following. Indeed, it has become 
- a rut because of the much travel of many people. 

Without question it is the easiest way to take. It 
requires less effort, less responsibility, and much less 
thought. How much easier it is in-our church work to 
follow along the same old program week after week. To 
make a change in the receiving of the offering, or in ad- 
ministering the Lord’s Supper, often causes considerable 
confusion among some of the good, faithful folk. 

A pastor was once called to task by one of his deacons 
who objected to singing anything else but the doxology 
at the beginning of the Sunday morning worship. “For 
forty years,” said the deacon, “we have always sung the 
doxology first in this church, and we like it that way 
best.” But that was the very reason why this pastor 
wanted to make the change. Some may object to a change 
in the program of the church service because it would 
be a little confusing as to just the proper time to hunch 
down in the pew—not to go to sleep, but to place their 
hands over their eyes because of the light. To throw in 
a solo when they were expecting the sermon has simply 
meant to stir them out of their worshipful spirit of slum- 
ber, and possibly given them a listening attitude for the 
sermon. . 

God continually brings a change into his program. 
We would tire of a continual summer, so he gives us the 
autumn, and winter is followed by the beautiful spring. 
We could not fully appreciate spring without the winter 
for a background. So the wise pastor will follow the 
plan of God. He will adjust his program and instead of 
a continual sunshine of sermons, he will throw in a thun- 
derstorm once in a while to help clarify the atmosphere. 
He will recognize the wisdom in the change of seasons, 
and use them in building the program for work and wor- 
ship in his church. Beware of the ruts! Many churches 
today are right where they were ten years ago, not be- 
cause they lacked opportunity, but because they have fol- 
lowed the same old channel. It may be necessary to paint 
the church a different color, or to change the pulpit into 
another corner, or to move the clock, or any of a thousand 
things that are possible, in order to put a new spirit into 
the church—but many a little thing like that has had the 
desired phychological effect and brought results that are 
tremendous. WILLOE J. HALL. 
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REE from any controversial purpose, we 
are approaching the discussion of cer- 
tain Biblical themes that very properly 

may be called fundamentals. The study of 
such subjects by individuals wholly unat- 
tached to any creedal statements makes it 
possible to exercise liberties that, in them- 
selves, might be considered heterodox, and 
yet that in fact that would be perfectly Bib- 
lical. We shall not designate the following 
principles as fundamentals in any sectarian 
sense, but we shall assume that they are 
necessary to an intelligent and wholesome 
study of the Bible from the angle of a fol- 
lower of Christ seeking the truth only. 

We assume in the beginning that God is. 
To endeavor to prove that statement would 
be altogether foreign to our present purpose. 
The Bible reveals God is an axiom to all 
Christians of whatever school of thought. 
Unbiased interpretation is assumed on the 
part of all who honestly seek the truth. 
The interrelation of God and man yields as 
its most important issue to mankind all 
things bound up in his destiny, both individ- 
ually and collectively. 

It is universally accepted that a degree 
of acquaintanceship is necessary in order 
for a person to have regard for another, no 
matter what that regard is, or to what it 
may lead. It should be recognized that ac- 
quaintanceship in no sense can mean that 
individuals know all about each other. In- 
deed, it is probable that no two persons are 
fully acquainted with each other. Then 
it may be seen that becoming ac- 
quainted with God is a never-ending 
development. In such a developing ac- 
quaintanceship man may often err, being 
able to grasp only a part of infinite at- 
tributes. The medium of communication 
may be very imperfectly understood, also. 

Wherever one may turn in searching the 
Scriptures, facts related to history, biog- 
raphy, or prophecy may be found. Hardly 
of less importance may be seen in such 
study political, industrial, and personal in- 
cidents. A correct interpretation of such 
literature, in order to become better ac- 
quainted with God, must be made neces- 
sarily in the light of the message borne and 
the conditions as revealed in such matter, 
whether historical, prophetical, biograph- 
ical, or whatsoever. 

It is interesting to observe the develop- 
ment of the connection of certain truths 
during the passage of the ages, as revealed 
in the Bible. Let us remember that the 
truth is not developed, but rather the con- 
ception of truth. That is what takes place 
in the mind of man in the consideration of 
any subject that is a matter of study. We 
may easily see this experience in our own 
mental changes, or in the unfolding of men- 
tal and spiritual processes in the life of any 
nermal child. This principle is plainly 
taught by Christ in his reference to the de- 
velopment of corn as illustrative of the 
Kingdom of God—“first the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” 


Bible Fundamentals 
BY REV. CLARENCE DEFUR, D. D. 


Figuratively the conception of truth is in 
embryo in the early records of the Bible. No 
suggestion is meant to be made here to the 
moral and spiritual state of Adam and Eve. 
Nor is any assumption made of any hypo- 
thesis bearing on the method or time used of 
God in man’s creation. Any such subjects 
are not purposely shunned, for under no 
circumstances do we hesitate to study any 
phase of truth, but rather do we aim to 
consider the revelation of the Bible in its 
relation to man. The methods of creation, 
the time God chose to perform any specific 
work—even historical facts, allusions to 
scientific or philosophical processes—all 
such phases of detailed action on the Cre- 
ator’s part are purely incidental to our 
present study. 

Before, passing this subject let us observe 
that the definite purpose of Jesus was to re- 
veal spiritual truths—principles, we may 
say. It was unimportant to him, evidently, 
ebout using literal statements. He sought 
to reveal that which was vitally important 
to spiritual experience. An instance of this 
is found in the use he made of the text of 
Scripture in the beginning of his preaching. 
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*“We Know in Part” 


THY way, O God! is in the sea; 
Thy paths I cannot trace, 
Nor comprehend the mystery 
Of thine unbounded grace. 


Here the dark veils of flesh and sense 
My captive soul surround; 
Mysterious deeps of providence 
My wondering thoughts confound. 


As through a glass I dimly see 
The wonders of thy love: 
How little do I know of thee, 

Or of the joys above! 


Tis but in part I know thy will;— 
I bless thee for the sight: 

When will thy love the rest reveal, 
In glory’s clearer light? 


With rapture I shall then survey 
Thy providence and grace, 
And spend an everlasting day 
In wonder, love, and praise. 
—John Fawcett. 


nn) 


The quotation is from Isaiah 61:1. As re- 
corded in Luke 4: 18, 19, we see at once that 
the spiritual concept is the thing uppermost 
in his mind. In the two verses used some 
twenty-seven words are different or in dif- 
ferent settings from those of the original in 
Isaiah, as anyone may see who chooses to 
read and compare. Also, one clause is used 
in Christ’s quotation that does not appear 
in Isaiah from which he reads. There is no 
violation of the teaching as recorded by the 
prophet, but rather such a rendering that 
the words of Jesus are much clearer than 
the text itself from which he quotes. If 
Christ so used the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, as he certainly did, giving ‘a spiritual 
construction to it, keeping all things but the 


spiritual in the background, should we not 
profit by using similar methods in our 
study? We may rightly term such study 
ta be devotional. It is not meant that this 
is the only devotional method, but a useful 
devotional method that should apply to busy 
people who may not have time for a critical 
study of the Scriptures. 

Reference may be made here to certain 
practices, as recorded in the long ago, that 
have disturbed many persons who have had 
a tendency to magnify the literal rather 
than the spiritual. A study of such inci- 
dents in the light of the methods used by 
Jesus will readily clarify the whole situa- 
tion. The anthropomorphic references in 
no way refer to specific teachings. It was 
perfectly natural for men to refer to God as 
being in the form of a man, possessing qual- 
ities humanlike. That is done today, even 
by persons who attach supreme importance 
to the spiritual concepts as the only one of 
value. Whether God is in the form of a 
man in every respect is of no material con- 
sequence, provided only that his spiritual 
attributes are emphasized. 

At the time when man became better able 
tu comprehend the larger aspects of God, - 
it was taught that “God is a spirit.” This 
changed conception of God in no way modi- 
fies any spiritual interpretation of the first 
chapter of Genesis. Adam and Eve were 
pure and godlike in the same way that the 
child is pure and godlike, as Jesus explained 
in Mark 10: 14, 15, “Suffer little children to 
come unto me; for of such is the Kingdom 
of God.” Ordinarily the child comprehends 
God as much like a man, and though igno- 
rant of his greater attributes, he is distinct- 
ly Christian as Jesus explains. It is not 
primarily important, then, as to what inter- 
pretation may be placed upon certain Scrip- 
ture references, just so the student honestly 
seeks to become acquainted with God 
through such study. For it is not history 
nor science we are studying, but we are 
studying God, striving to become acquainted 
with him. 

Polygamy was practiced by some promi- 
nent Biblical characters, which was wholly 
incidental in every reference made to it. 
Never under any circumstance was it up- 
held. Inasmuch as it was practiced, God’s 
attitude of mercy towards those concerned 
and the revelation of his dealings with man- 
kind under all the varied circumstances of — 
human experience were prominent. 

From the human angle it seems impos- 
sible for man ever to have been able to have 
understood any revelation at all had every 
feature of such revelation been made 
through the medium of perfection of knowl- 
edge or of spirit, for with neither was man 
sufficiently familiar to have grasped the 
meaning intended. God has dealt with us as 
with children whom he tenderly loved, for it 
is written in Isaiah 28:9, 10, “Whom shall 
he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make 
to understand doctrine? . . . precept must be 
upon precept, precept upon precept; line 
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upon line .. 
tle.” 


Diligent study of the Ten Commandments 
reveals the fact that acquaintanceship with 
God is the first and basic principle. The 
first three commands relate to man’s duty 
to God as the supreme and merciful One. 
The fotrth and fifth, though dealing with 
social aspects of life, are made to teach 
characteristics of the Creator that are dis- 
tinctly spiritual. The remaining five are 
the legitimate offsprings of the first five, in- 
dicative of a changing order in the life of 
man resulting from a better acquaintance- 
ship with God. With respect to references 
made to the commandments, Jesus says in 
Matt. 22: 36-40, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul. .. This is the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” 


- here a little, and there a lit- 


It may be said, without doing violence to 
any school of thought, that the supreme pur- 
pose of the Bible in its relation to man- 
kind is the revelation of God—that man 
may become acquainted with God. This is 
true of the Old Testament as well as the 
New, for Jesus said, Matt. 5:17, “Think 
not that I am come to destroy the law, nor 
the prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill.” Such fulfilling does not re- 
fer necessarily to any literal fulfillment of 


prophecy, although that is incidentally done, 
but rather to such a fulfillment as takes 
place when a child completes a lower grade 
oi study and enters upon a higher. A trans- 
lation of this expression into modern Eng- 
lish occurs in the Twentieth Century New 
Testament, as follows, “I have not come to 


do away with them, but to complete them.” - 


In a figurative way we may say that the 
Bible is much like a mirror, so arranged 
as to gather the image of one unseen, mak- 
ing that image clear to the one standing by. 


-In such a case the mirror is of value only 


as it reveals the image. So the Bible is of 
value only as it reveals God to us. The in- 
cidents relating to the manufacture of the 
mirror and its elements of composition are 
insignificant. So it is, in fact, with the 
Bible. It is the greatest book in the world, 
and no doubt the greatest that ever shall be, 
yet it is important only in its relation to 
its great purpose in the world—the revela- 
tion of God. 

In such studies as we make in the several 
papers that are to follow, these facts are to 
be kept in mind in order to be able to grasp 
te the best advantage the meaning of the 
Eible, remembering that there were “many 
other signs—which are not written in this 
book (the Bible): But these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ—and that believing ye might have 
life through his name.” 


Wakarusa, Indiana. 


What do We Mean by Evangelism ? 


BY ROLLIN A. PLUNKETT 


E hear so much these days about 
W “evangelism” and the “evangelization 

of the world” that we are compelled 
on these occasions to pause and ask just what 
is meant by “evangelism.” The practical 
question is, What are we actually trying to 
dv in our attempts to evangelize the world 
and what sort of methods are we employ- 
ing? 

Evangelism is a difficult thing to circum- 
scribe with a definition. By evangelism do 
we mean those forces at work in our social 
body that we call public schools, colleges, 
churches, Sunday-schools, vocational and in- 
dustrial training, Boy Scout and Camp Fire 
Girls’ movements, Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. 
C. A., Red Cross, hospitals, Vacation Bible 
Schools, committees and commissions for the 
prevention of disease and crime, better 
housing and sanitation, prohibition, Chau- 
tnuquas, and numerous others designed to 
improve living conditions and to prolong hu- 
man life? Or are we to understand that 
the essential nature and effort of evangelism 
are to be confined to such forces as are typ- 
ically represented by “Billy”? Sunday and 
the annual revival meetings in which ap- 
peals are made for church membership and 
in which the call to conversion becomes the 
siogan? 

Which of these we choose—for they are 
not founded upon the same theories of hu- 
man development—will depend to a large 


extent on the end sought. What we are try- 
ing to achieve will largely determine the 
methods we employ in our work. If our 
aim is to contributé what we can of quality, 
by wholesome, happy living, to the sum of 
human progress upward and to help others 
to do likewise we are apt to use the quiet, 
less spectacular, less emotional methods. If 
our aim is centered on quantitative achieve- 
ment, measured in terms of numbers gath- 
cred into the church or the Kingdom and 
we want others to have the same notion of 


ECA 


Small Things 


HE handclasp that is warm and true, 
That says, “I share each joy with 


The look that says, “I love you well,” 
Conveying more than words can tell; 
The flower picked by loving hand 
That whispers, “Dear, I understand” — 
Small things perhaps, but O the power 
To cheer and bless the darkest hour! 


The smile so loving, kind, and true 

That says, “I still have faith in you;” 

The eyes with tears that overflow 

Because my heart is filled with woe; 

The simple, honest, heartfelt plea 

Of prayer that’s offered up for me— 

Small things, ah no! for these alone 

Have power to lead me near God’s throne. 
—Cora M. V. Preble, in (Nashville) 

Christian Advocate. 


ALAA 
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Christian service, we are apt to grow fever- 
ish and impatient in our efforts for visible 
results and the consequent publicity there- 
from. Working out from this point of view 
we are apt to lose sight of the fundamen- 
tals in human life and character and prog- 
ress in the mass of incidental and superficial 
organizations with which we have to deal. 

On the one hand, if we believe that evo- 
lutionary processes are at work night and 
day through human agencies and effort in 
building human life and human society up- 
ward into an Immanent God and we want to 
lend our hand and faith toward the ulti- 
mate success of these processes, it will tem- 
per our spirits to moderation and our meth- 
ods of work will likely become largely edu- 
cational. 

On the other hand, if we believe in special 
revelations, in special providences, in special 
dispensations, in special interventions, or if 
we believe, as many do, that the soul of the 
race is naturally hell-bent, then our meth- 
ods will likely be revolutionary, demanding 
sudden and violent changes in character and 
conduct. Many regard this view as wholly 
inadequate, a sort of apology for our unin- 
telligent attitude toward childhood and 
vouth and necessary only because we have 
been woefully imperfect in our understand- 
ing of and efforts at religious education. 
In this limited and restricted interpreta- 
tion, evangelism becomes merely a tempor- 
ary and corrective measure for a few in- 
dividuals, like the punishment of criminals, 
without a vital constructive point of con- 
tact in the development of the race, most 
of which is not criminal. And the worst 
feature of our whole practice at this sort 
of evangelism is that we require the same 
changes and the same experiences of chil- 
dren that we require of adults, without any 
sort of discrimination whatsoever as to pre- 
vious training, habits, or conduct. 

If we hold to the evolutionary theory, then 
intelligent evangelism necessarily becomes 
the effort to strengthen, direct, and enlarge 
the natural, normal trend of human life to- 
ward perfection under the laws of physical, 
mental, and spiritual growth and under a 
nurture that is helpful to the natural un- 
foldment and expression of Christian vir- 
tues. 

The big job of religious activity, there- 
fore, would be to create and maintain a 
wholesome environment. The job of the 
Church is to minimize the pull of selfish 
interests in the fundamental race movement 
toward a realization and expression daily 
of the Christ life. In this process there 
would be no abrupt vital changes in char- 
acter, either of the social body or in the in- 
dividual. Changes in the development of 
society as well as of the individual are so 
gradual that in the short span of one life- 
time the new stages of social progress are 
searcely discernible. 

With such an understanding of human 
life and progress we would be compelled to 
accept and use in religious activity every 
agency that.has power to enlarge our vision, 
advance our education as a unit, stabilize 
our morals, and deepen our respect for and 
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obedience to all law and order; for without 
these we cannot see much of Christ, and 
Christian character certainly cannot reach 
a very high point of development, whether 
these agencies be in the Church, in our 
schools, in industry, in business, in civil gov- 
ernment, or elsewhere in our social body. 
Our education must be unified and become 
really religious education in the broadest 
and most liberal sense, else our effort at re- 
ligion becomes vain, and intelligence, as 
well as good intentions, must have its part 
in our efforts to improve life and living con- 
ditions and in our attempt to “evangelize. 
the world.” The goal of religious effort has 


too long been far away and in another 
world and we have seriously, almost hope- 
lessly, failed to recognize that the good of 
the present life is good, wherever found. 
We have too long been afraid and unnatural 
in our attitude toward matters of religion 
and the Bible. 

Our viewpoint has much to do with the 
methods of service we employ, and the meth- 
ods we employ have much to do with the 
ends we achieve. Evangelization, I should 
say, is not an incident or an accident in life, 
but continuous progress. 

Sullivan, Indiana. 


A Plan of Conservation 
BY REV. OMER S. THOMAS, D. D. 


of trying to keep in touch with the 

membership of the Christian Church 
was placed in the hands of the Home Mis- 
sion Department. It will be an impossibil- 
ity without the best co-operation of the pas- 
ters of the churches. 

We are constantly losing members of the 
churches in that they move to the cities 
from the country and are impressed by the 
fine equipment or the better preaching in 
the large churches, and so are drawn to 
them. There are a hundred different ways 
in which the folks are drawn into other 
churches unless they are looked after. 

I visited a church one Sunday last sum- 
mer and learned that one of the most prom- 
inent families planned soon to move to a 
city where we have a good church. Imme- 
diately I wrote the pastor of the church as 
io who they were and something of their 
ability, and he went after them. The result 
is that they are now taking a very active 
part in the work of our church there. The 
thing we want is to let the pastors know 
when folks come into their midst. 

This is the plan that I have in mind and 
want the pastors to work it faithfully. 
Whenever a» member of the church moves, 
let the pastor immediately write to the sec- 
retary of his conference and to me, telling 


A T the Convention at Burlington the task 


where he is moving and something of the 
place that he holds in the church. Also de- 
scribe briefly the person or the family so 
that the pastor will know something of the 
mode of approach. 

In turn, I hope that the conference sec- 
retary will write to the pastor of the church 
where the folks are moving and tell him of 
them, urging him to go and look after them. 
I will also write to the pastor and in that 
way I believe that he will begin to feel some 
responsibility in the matter. 

In so many places folks are reluctant to 
have people take their membership away 
from the church, and for that reason do not 
write to the pastor in the community where 
they are moving. That is a grave mistake 
because they are very apt to be lost, not 
only to the local church, but to the denomi- 
nation. We are all of us weak enough that 
we need to be encouraged sometimes, espe- 
cially in keeping up active relationships 
with the church. A friendly visit from the 
pastor and some of his people will bind them 
to their own church in such a way that lack 
of equipment, etc., will not be a hindrance. 

I trust that all pastors will take notice of 
this announcement and write me as soon as 
any of their people move, giving the infor- 
mation necessary. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


The Bible in Developing Christian Experience 


BY REV. SIMON BENNETT 


N the growth of my Christian experience 
I there are three prominent factors: home 

influence, church activity, and the Bible. 
The home influence and teaching were such 
that I do not remember the time when I 
did not love Jesus and want to live a right- 
eous, godly life as I felt sure my father 
and mother were living. Not only in the 
home, but also in the church where father 
was the minister, was I under this influence. 
In these institutions the Bible was read and 
studied before me so that importance was 
attached to it before I was old enough to 
read for myself. A neat copy of the New 
Testament was presented by my parents 
when I was five and I very much wanted 


the time to come when I could read it my- 
self. 

The Bible was a source of inspiration, not 
cnly in the home and church, but in the gen- 
eral interests of life. To it we turned for 
light and instruction. To it we appealed 
in times of bereavement. It was a sacred 
beok. In the years that passed the Bible 
was carefully read and pondered. It quick- 
ened the better impulses within me and as 
I read its message the high ideals of Jesus 
gripped me more and more. 

As I look upon it today the Bible stands 
out as the sacred literature of the Church. 
lt is officially recognized as the creed of the 
Christian Church and regarded as a sacred 


and inspired book. ‘To me the Bible is 
Frecious and sacred, not only because of its 
leng use in the Church and the sanction 
there given, but more especially because of 
its context. It contains the record of the 
highest aspirations, struggles, and attain- 
ments of men as they have sought and 
found God. 

In the opening of the Bible we find the 
great truths, “In the beginning God,” and 
“man made in the image of God.” In the 
Old Testament we see the progress of the 
race as man has reached for God and found 
him. In these varied experiences God was 
ever revealing himself in higher concep- 
tions of morality and human attainment. 
The great prophets caught the vision of 
higher attainment in conduct and with un- 
yielding faith urged Israel to be true to the 
high standards of godly living, even in an 
age when standards were low. 

In the New Testament we find our great- 
est hope. Jesus appears as the revealer of 
God as a loving heavenly Father, and man- 
kind as a human brotherhood. . We find 
here a personal Savior with hope and faith 
and a love that would sacrifice even to the 
giving of himself. We have the record of 
his teaching and example, and the working 
out of this in the group of his early fol- 
lewers. 

The Bible is the record of men as, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, they have sought the 
highest and noblest fulfillment of the will 
of God. As we study this record culmin- 
ating in Jesus as the revealer of a loving, 
heavenly Father we find the same Spirit 
leading us to salvation through Jesus as our 
Master and God as our Father. This book, 
so full of human experience in man’s strug- 
gles to know. God and to do his will, so radi- 
ant with love, faith, and-hope, so resplen- 
dent with the eternal worth of service and 
sacrifice, must ever be the constant aid of 
an earnest pastor as he undertakes to min- 
ister to a needy world in the name of the 
loving Savior. 

Chicago, Iil. 


Jesus’ View of Life 


ESUS viewed life from every angle. He 
knew it in its every height and depth. He 
knew the ennobling and refining power of 
suffering, of sorrow, and of trial. He knew 
that the deeper the capacity of soul, and the 
larger the personality, the greater might be 
its sorrows, but also the greater would be 
its joys. The water of the ocean’s deep 
rises highest in the storm and its confusion 
is then the most furious, but those same wa- 
ters also know the most perfect calm. The 
water of the shallow pool out in the old 
pasture is not greatly disturbed even when 
the storm drives most fiercely, and neither 
does it know the peace of perfect calm. In 
storm or in quiet the water of the pool or 
pond has scarcely any perceptible change. 
It takes deep water to respond to the storm 
and to the calm. How like is this compari- 
son to that between little, narrow, shallow 
lives and great lives with depth of soul and 
feeling. Roy C. HELFENSTEIN. 
Dover, Delaware. 
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Christian Endeavor in the Correlated Program of Christian Education 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


ating upon bodies in motion. The one we call the law 

of centrifugal force, or the law which tends to drive 
bodies from a common center; the other we call the law 
of centripetal force, or the law which impels bodies to 
seek a common center. We find two similar processes 
in the realm of thought. The one we call analysis, or 
the process of separating a thing into its parts; the other 
we call synthesis, or the process of bringing things to- 
gether. Both of these are needed in nature and in 
thought to keep things properly balanced. There may be 
such a thing, however, as the overemphasis of one or 
the other to the impoverishing and even the destruction 
of the whole. 


As a church we have had our period of centrifugal 
and analytical activity. Many think we have swung too 
far in these directions and that the time has now come 
to begin to synthesize, integrate, correlate the work of 
our church. 

In no part of the activity of the church has there been 
stronger feeling in this matter than in the work of Chris- 
tian education. : 


As broadly defined and applied to the average local 
church in our denomination the Christian educational 
forces and agencies are the home, the Sunday-school, the 
Christian Endeavor societies, the missionary societies, 
and the colleges. 


There has been the feeling on the part of many for a 
long time that there was need, in order to carry out an 
effective program of Christian education, for a closer cor- 
relation of the activities of these agencies. And, may I 
add, this feeling has not been peculiar to our denomina- 
tion but has been attracting the careful thought of the 
leaders of other denominations. 

The Department of Christian Education, created by 
the Quadrennial session of The American Christian Con- 
vention, feels that as a church we can never arrive at our 
best without the systematizing, the correlating, the elimi- 
nation of duplication, of the activities of our educational 
agencies. To this great task they have set their energies 
and thoughts. This will not mean the loss of the identity 
of a single organization of the church, but it will mean 
the harmonizing of their program with the program of 
every other organization of the church in such a way that 
they shall all move forward with one single great aim 
and purpose, viz., the Christian education of the youth 
of our churches. 

Into every well-rounded scheme or plan of Christian 
education there must, of necessity, enter at least three 
elements: 1. Worship; 2. Instruction; 3. Expression. Ex- 
pression is often subdivided into: 1. Training; 2. Service; 
3. Sociability. 

Christian Endeavor has felt that its particular field 
is expression, at the same time realizing that it has in 
no slight measure entered the field of instruction and in 
a very large degree entered the field of worship. The 


|: the realm of physical science we find two laws oper- 


question is, How are the activities of Christian Endeavor 
to be correlated with the activities of the other agencies 
of Christian education and still conserve to the church 
every good that it has held as a possession in the past? 

First, let me say that its special field will continue to 
be as it has been in the past, training in expression, by 
public confession of Christ as Lord and Master, prayer, 
discussion of the great principles of Christian life, serv- 
ice in the church and community as opportunity may be 
found. 

In the plan as adopted by the Department of Chris- 
tian Education at its annual session, the Junior Christian 
Endeavor society will be integrated with the Children’s 
Division of the Sunday-school. 

Every member of the Children’s Division of the Sun- 
day-school, by virtue of such membership, will be a mem- 
ber of the Junior Society of Christian Endeavor just ex- 
actly the same as it will be a member of the Sunday- 
school. When it enrolls as a member of the Children’s 
Department of the Sunday-school it will also be enrolled 
as a member of the Junior Society of Christian Endeavor. 

The Intermediate Society of Christian Endeavor will 
be integrated with the Intermediate Department of the 
Sunday-school. Every member of the Intermediate De- 
partment of the Sunday-school, by virtue of such mem- 
bership, will be a member of the Intermediate Society 
of Christian Endeavor. When such a member enrolls in 
the Intermediate Department of the Sunday-school, he 
or she should be at once enrolled as an active or associ- 
ate member of the Intermediate Society of Christian En- 
deavor. Thus all the members of the Intermediate Di- 
vision of the Sunday-school will be members of the In- 
termediate Society of Christian Endeavor. 

The Senior Society of Christian Endeavor will be in- 
tegrated with the Young People’s Department of the Sun- 
day-school. All members of the Young People’s Depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school will thus automatically become 
members of the Senior Society of Christian Endeavor. 

It is also thought highly advisable, where at all feasi- 
ble, that the heads of the different Christian Endeavor 
societies shall be officers in the Department of the Sun- 
day-school with which such societies are integrated. That 
is, the Junior Christian Endeavor superintendent should 
be an officer or teacher of the Children’s Division of the 
Sunday-school; the Intermediate superintendent should 
be an officer or teacher in the Intermediate Department 
of the Sunday-school; and the president of the Senior So- 
ciety of Christian Endeavor should be an officer or 
teacher in the Senior Department of the Sunday-school. 
Thus the work of the Christian Endeavor societies of the 
church will keep correlated with the work of the Sunday- 
school, in that way giving a more unified program for our 
work among the children and young people, making pos- 
sible a continuous impact along certain definite lines of 
Christian education. 

It is hoped that in time the Christian Endeavor topics 
may be somewhat along the line of the Sunday-school les- 
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sons. That, however, will probably not be right soon. It 
is also hoped that by this plan we shall be able to unify 
the social and recreational activities of our young people 
and do away with much of the wasteful overlapping that 
we are experiencing in our present arrangements. We 
hope the societies will adopt as fast as possible the pro- 
gram of the Board of Christian Education and correlate 
the work of the young people in our Endeavor societies 
and our Sunday-schools. 

We are the pioneers in this movement. Other denomi- 
nations are seeking to do this. We have led the way, now 


Christian Endeavor and the 


let us blaze a good broad trail that others may see the 
benefits of this move and follow. 
May every officer, every member, every chairman of 
a committee, every member of a committee, every mem- 
ber of a society, resolve that by the help of God they will 
make this the best year in Christian Endeavor that their 
society has ever known. 
God grant you all, Endeavorers of the Christian 
Church, the happiest, most blessed year you have ever 
known. 
Springfield, Ohio. 


Spiritual Life of the Church 


BY REV. RALPH C. ENGLISH 


ROM the beginning of the Christian Endeavor move- 
> ment over forty years ago, the deepening of the 

spiritual life of its members has meant the changing 
of the tone of the spiritual life of the whole church. The 
first society in Portland, Maine, Dr. Clark himself re- 
minds us, was born in a revival, and the most important 
clause of the constitution related to the prayer meeting, 
on which everything else pivoted. This was essential for 
the attainment of what has been the object of the move- 
ment from the start, “to promote an earnest Christian 
life among its members, to increase their mutual acquain- 
tance, and to make them more useful in the service of 
God.” 

Through provision in the generally accepted pledge 
and through emphasis on the motto, ‘‘For Christ and the 
Church,” the Christian Endeavor society has been made 
to realize itself an ally and really a part of the Church 
of Jesus Christ rather than a competitor of the Church. 
And many are the instances of the loyalty of societies to 
the churches with which they are connected. Thus the 
deepening of the spiritual life of the young people in the 
society has in every way strengthened the church spiritu- 
ally, and the effect is seen in increased missionary enthu- 
siasm and giving, in greater faithfulness to the work of 
the church, and in personal soul winning. 

The fundamental purpose of the society throughout 
its history has been recognized as the deepening of the 
Christian life. As far as its members have been true to 
this purpose, the movement has prospered and become a 
blessing to thousands of churches around the world. As 
one once said, ““No movement, however big, no Christian, 
however gifted, can maintain spiritual life and spiritual 
strength apart from prayer and pondering the Word of 
God.” 


Not only the weekly prayer meetings, but also the con- 
secration meetings for the renewal of vows, the society 
and convention sunrise meetings from time to time, the 
observance of the “Quiet Hour,” and the special privileges 
of fellowship and service have made untold contributions 
to the deeper Christian life of millions of young people, 
and consequently to the spiritual life of the church. 

The fulfillment of the original object of Christian En- 
deavor is the releasing of mighty forces for the work of 
the church on the spiritual side. This thought is well 


emphasized in the words of Rev. James L. Barton, D. D., 
where he says, “The three words that lie at the founda- 
tion of our common Christian conceptions are consecra- 
tion, fellowship, service. Christian Endeavor has made 
these words and what they signify an integral part of the 
thought and faith of the Christian young people of ail 
lands. ‘Consecration’ has become their creed; ‘fellow- 
ship’ their ritual, ‘service’ their practice. Under the im- 
pulse of such an organization the devout young people 
of all nations in a united endeavor for a world’s redemp- 
tion are exalting before the unbelieving and the unevan- 
gelized the Christ they love and serve. This is the crown 
and glory of the movement.” ; 


The church of today may well look to the Christian 
Endeavor organization for spiritual inspiration and en- 
couragement, for examples of deep devotion and close fel- 
lowship with the Unseen, and for leaders who may be 
depended upon to keep the “spiritual tone of the whole 
church on a high level. It is true that many Christian 
Endeavorers seem to rest satisfied with their own society 
meetings and the work for which they are directly re- 
sponsible within the society, without making any direct 
contribution to the worship and spiritual development of 
the church as a whole. When the Christian Endeavor 
members fail to support loyally the work and worship 
of the church, and frequently absent themselves from the 
Sunday and mid-week services of the church, they are 
failing to make what might be a valuable contribution to 
the church’s life. A great opportunity and responsibility 
rest with Christian Endeavorers faithfully to support all 
devotional services of the church, bringing into the 
church prayer meeting and Sunday worship a spirit of 
prayer and fellowship which will quicken spiritual life 
and inspire the pastor with new courage. 


We cannot afford to drop out of our church program 
the part which the Christian Endeavor movement is 
ready to take for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom. 
Christian Endeavor is continually seeking out new re- 
cruits for Christ, and training and developing their spir- 
itual lives to make them useful in the service of God and 
his Church. One of the recent activities of the Christian 
Endeavor society is to seek out those who are looking 
toward the ministry or some definite line of Christian 
service, and encourage them as life recruits in prepara- 








10 THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


tion for their task. In at least one instance an organiza- 
tion of life recruits exists within a county union to deepen 
the spiritual life and strengthen the purpose of the re- 
cruits. This surely will mean something to the spiritual 
life and interest of those churches from which they have 
come or in which they may labor. 

With the young people is the hope of the future. Un- 
to them is being given within their societies a larger vis- 
ion, and:in their sincere effort to keep the Christian En- 
deavor pledge the members are led into a depth of spiritu- 
ality which is felt in the life of the church. The society 
that is true to the original object of the movement will 
so give attention to the devotional life of its members that 
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the spiritual life of the church will immediately be 
deepened. 

The Christian Endeavor movement should be reck- 
oned by the church as one of her best agencies for the 
promotion of spiritual life, not alone among the young 
people, but also among the older members of the 
church. The closest possible relation should exist be- 
tween the Christian Endeavor organization and the spir- 
itual life of the church. If Christian Endeavor fulfills its 
rightful mission, it will continually provide spiritual 
workers for the church and the cause of the Kingdom 
will flourish. 

Albany, N. Y. 


A Pastor’s Experience With Christian Endeavor 


BY REV. J. F. MORGAN 


N my work as a pastor I have always felt that certain 
| aesinit truths ought to be kept constantly before the 

people of the church, such truths, for example, as an 
outspoken loyalty to Christ, prayer, team work, giving, 
and fellowship. In getting these great facts before my 
people and instilling them in their hearts and lives, I have 
found Christian Endeavor a wonderful help, and I have 
always depended a great deal upon my Endeavor societies 
in getting special work done. 

An outspoken loyalty to Christ is a vital necessity in 
every church, and this is one of the things that is stressed 
in Christian Endeavor. It gives a chance for an expres- 
sion of the impressions, many of which would never be 
expressed were it not for the training many have received 
in Christian Endeavor prayer meetings. My experience 
has always been that if I wanted an expression of the 
Christian life from the people of my church I could find 
it more readily among the members of my Christian En- 
deavor societies. 

Then, too, no church can really live without prayer, 
and I have yet to find an organization that develops the 
prayer life like that of Christian Endeavor. Within a 
short time after an Endeavor society was organized in 
one of my churches, I was able to call on most any mem- 
ber for prayer, and get a response. One young lady in 
one of my churches was asked to lead a meeting for the 
first time, and she testified that she had prayed a whole 
week in her preparation for that meeting. It is needless 
to say that she led a great meeting. She not only did 
that, but this week of praying was the beginning of her 
part of the living of a beautiful Christian life of an out- 
spoken loyalty to Christ. 

That the work of the Kingdom may go forward, there 
must also be a great deal of team work, and my experi- 
ence has been that the committee work carried on by a 
Christian Endeavor society has made a great contribu- 
tion to this most vital necessity in connection with all our 
church work. If we work together with an outspoken 
loyalty to Christ and constantly make known to him our 
wants by living the life of prayer, we will be able to do 
wonderful things for the advancement of his cause. 

Nor is this all. The truth of stewardship and tithing 
must be made known, and practiced in all our churches 
if we are to have the greatest success, and this cannot be 


done wholly from the pulpit. I have found that my En- 
deavor society has been a wonderful help here, as it is 
constantly stressing the thought of tithing, which has 
resulted in a large number of young people becoming 
tithers in many. churches, many of whom would not have 
become tithers had they not heard it preached and em- 
phasized in their own society of Christian Endeavor. It 
is good to hear this truth from the young people as well 
as from the preacher, and this double emphasis has had 
a great effect, and has resulted in a great blessing to the 
whole church. . 


My experience has also taught me that Christian En- 
deavor has been a great blessing to the young people of 
my church—and the older ones too—in that it has re- 
vealed a larger fellowship. They have found that others 
are doing the same kind of work that they themselves 
are doing, and they are encouraged. I say larger fellow- 
ship because of the interdenominational nature of the so- 
ciety of Christian Endeavor. It is a fellowship that takes 
in all those four millions of Endeavors throughout the 
world, and a fellowship that is broad enough to include 
followers of Christ wherever they may be found. As I 
see it, this great Christian Church of ours can, in a won- 
derful way, spread her great Principles abroad by putting 
a new emphasis on Christian Endeavor. If eighty dif- 
ferent denominations can use Christian Endeavor as the 
organization for their young people, which they are do- 
ing, why may we not expect these denominations some 
day to use the principles of Christian Endeavor and those 
of the Christian Church, and thus become one? That 
would be a great fellowship, wouldn’t it? And I some- 
how have a feeling that when the work of the churches, 
whose young people are now working together so beau- 
tifully in Christian Endeavor, falls into the hands of 
these young people, a beautiful thing will take place, and 
eighty denominations will get much closer, and let us hope 
that they may become one. 


I hope that Christian Endeavor may grow in the 
Christian Church, and that all our pastors may continu- 
ally be helped by it, as I have been helped, and that 
through Christian Endeavor in our church the work of 
the Kingdom may continue to go forward. 


Winchester, Virginia. 


——— 
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Christian Endeavor in College Life 


BY REV. SION M. LYNAM 


T has been said that the Sunday-school is the recruit- 
| ing agency of the church, and that Christian Endeavor 

is the training service. If this is true, then, Christian 
Endeavor’s usefulness is just begun despite its forty-one 
years of history. 

Today is a day of efficiency. If the church would 
live and serve, meeting its obligations to God and men, it 
must have an adequately trained constituency. The time 
was, when the church conceived its whole duty to be the 
salvation of individuals. This, however, is no longer true. 
The church has broadened its perspective and has set 
itself the task of saving the world. The redemption of 
society together with individuals is now its aim. Facing 
this momentous task the church is beginning to realize 
that it must train for efficiency. 

College men and women are leading the world. Only 
one and four-tenths of the American people are college 
trained, but from this one and four-tenths percent come 
fifty-nine percent of the American leadership. College 
men and women are leading in every phase of modern 
life, and the church must make sure of its leaders among 
those best trained. Christian Endeavor is the training 
service of the church; its place, therefore, in college life 
is unquestionably important. 

Let what may be said in praise of the Y. M. and Y. W. 
C. A., it is well deserved, but they can never take and fill 
the place of Christian Endeavor in college life. They are 
good, and large fields of service are open to them, but 
they are not directly affiliated with the church and there- 
fore can not directly train for its service. Y. M. and Y. 
W. have the virtue of being undenominational, but Chris- 
tian Endeavor has the greater virtue of being interde- 
nominational. Men are more and more coming to realize 
that the hope and destiny of the world are inextricably 
intertwined with the hope and destiny of the church. 
They are coming to believe that only the church, ineffi- 
cient in organization though it is, can save the world. 

Protestantism carried within itself the elements of 
disintegration. Its tendencies have ever been individual- 
istic, and these tendencies have led to deplorable divisions 
in the Church of Christ. Very slowly, but certainly 
Christians are coming to see the folly of all this division 
on nonessentials and are striving for a united Church. 
They are seeking to undo the evils of the reformation, -o 
salvage its priceless heritage. and to consummate its r:is- 
sion of service to mankind. 

Cutting loose from the mooring: of denominational 
creeds and theologies is widespread among the young; 
particularly within the ranks of ccllege students. They 
can not understand the divisions, and refuse blind ad- 
herence to any creed. While cutting loose from ancient 
moorings and refusing servile allegiance to outworn the- 
ologies, they have failed to find a better creed or firmer 
ground on which to stand. The result is chaos and a dan- 
gerous lowering of Christian vitality. Thousands of stu- 
dents everywhere are blindly groping for the light of 
Jesus which is obscured by conflicting creeds and dogmas. 
The church must find the light, and point it out through 


Christian Endeavor. The church will find the light and 
emerge into the new day a united Church. Christian En- 
deavor, interdenominational as it is, can contribute much 
to the ultimate realization of this ideal, and it can con- 
tribute most by touching the lives of the world’s leaders 
during the formative period of their college days. 

More is learned by expression than by impression. 
Christian Endeavor recognizes this fundamental princi- 
ple. It follows the method of the Master, and through 
the doing of the will of God learns of the doctrine. Chris- 
tian Endeavor trains leaders for the church, but it trains, 
too, what the church is so sorely in need of, followers in 
the Kingdom of God and supporters of its interests. 

The church needs ministers, missionaries, and all-time 
Christian workers in many fields, but it needs infinitely 
much more, a laity with a vision. Christian Endeavor, 
wrought into the design of college life, can and will give 
it this. Until the church has an educated laity, trained 
in the fine art of Christian living, and until it has built 
among that laity an adequate financial system, it can not 
hope for a very substantial increase of Christian workers, 
and it could not use them if it had them. The creation 
of an educated laity is not the work of a day, but of a 
generation or more. Christian Endeavor, and especially 
Christian Endeavor in college life, offers the finest op- 
portunity for training the future laity of the church in 
the fine arts of Christian living and Christian giving. 

The church and the world at large have stressed lead- 
ership, ignoring the fact that a leader’s first requisite is 
followers. Recently thinking men and women have begun 
to realize that the emphasis must be shifted from leader- 
ship to followship. They have learned that if men are 
made followers of Jesus and followers in his Kingdom, 
that leaders and more competent leaders will not be 
lacking. 

Yesterday the church attempted to deal only with 
those things which men consigned to the spiritual, but 
today it has invaded every sphere of human interest and 
endeavor and declares its right to be there. Problems do 
not come from the spiritual realm, but are met in the 
world of things. The church must know this world of 
things that.it may minister to men. 

The man in the pulpit who knows only his Bible is 
no longer well equipped. He must be familiar with the 
trend of events and with the tendencies and movements 
in the political, economic, and social life of the age in 
order that he may efficiently minister to the spiritual 
needs of his people. 

Christian Endeavor touches each phase of life and 
teaches the duty of the church in regard to it. It en- 
larges the outlook of minister and layman alike, and fits 
them for greater service. Christian Endeavor teaches 
men and women to be followers in the Kingdom of Jesus. 
An orchestra without a second violin is seriously handi- 
capped, and it isn’t easy to play second violin. Christian 
Endeavor in college life builds men and women who are 
big enough to play second violin in the orchestra of God. 
Elon College, N. C. , 





The eyes of the whole church are upon you. 

Your annual offering for Christian Educa- 
tion to be made on Sunday, January 14, is the 
first time any Christian Endeavor Society in 
the world has had opportunity to give for the 
whole program of Christian Education. 

Endeavorers stand for Sunday-schools, for 
our Colleges, for the Christian Home, and for 
every other Kingdom agency as well as for 
Christian Endeavor. 

We shall prove our devotion to the entire 
Kingdom in our offering this year. 

Each Society is challenged to average 
$1.00 per member for this cause. Those that 
reach the goal will be given recognition. The 
offerings are to be remitted to the Convention 
Secretary, Dr. J. F. Burnett, C. P. A. Building, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Christian Endeavorers 


March! 


Department of Christian Education 
W. A. Harper, Secretary 


Christian Endeavorers 


Halt! 


1923 


Christian 
Endeavor Offering 
for 
Christian Education 


January 14 


It is to be our 


Waterloo 


Napoleanic 
or 
Wellingtonian 


Which? 


God expects 
every Endeavorer 
to do his 
full duty 
January 14, 


1923 
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At Prayer Time 


The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; and the desert shall rejoice and blos- 
som as the rose.—Isaiah 35: 1. 

o 

Happily, modern Christian interest in 
far-away people has markedly advanced in 
the last decade. The increase in the amount 
of such interest is evident; and the quality 
c1.such interest is even more significant. It 
is the quality of this Christian concern that 
we want to dwell upon in these moments of 
meditation. 

There are real reasons for thanksgiving 
that our spiritual interest in other peoples 
go far beyond the mere purpose of getting 
such people to change their belief; even 
though such a purpose may be involved. 
Now we look toward changing, or assisting 
in the development of, civilization; we seek 
to lift standards of living, to create humani- 
tarian incentives, to open opportunities of 
education, and to stimulate the spirits of 
men and women to seek for truth, justice, 
and other of the great ideals. 

And there is something more: theré is a 
new stress in‘our appeal to the races and 
the nations. We want them to join us in the 
work of making a better world. A formula 
of belief is not first; it is a great objective 
for which to strive. When the Master called 
the disciples, he put no test of religion first 
—-save such as this: “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” When he began 
his sermon on the mount, he did not start 
with any system of theology, but with the 
great moral and ethical values that are re- 
deeming either to individual life or to the 
world. 

Hence let us seek to give such direction 
to our prayer and to our eagerness to carry 
the Christian message to other lives and 
lands. Let us endeavor to get something 
spiritually tangible in the thought of the 
“Kingdom of God.” Let us bring into our 
meditation some of the great facts that are 
clearly standing out in present world cir- 
cumstance: for instance, peace cannot be se- 
cure in one quarter of the earth, while in 
other sections there is no peace. After all, 
the Kingdom of God cannot be secure if es- 
tablished in one section, if in other sections 
great populations are morally unawake to 
certain principles which Jesus taught were 
eternal—yet which were simple enough to 
be but little more than intelligent living. 


oO 


God grant us wisdom in these coming days, 
And eyes unsealed, that we clear visions 


see 

Of that new world that he would have us 
build, aes cape 

To life’s ennoblement and his high minis- 


Not since Christ died upon his lonely cross 
Has time such prospect held of life’s new 
birth; ‘ 
Not since the world of chaos first was born 
Has ae ae clearly visaged hope of a new 
earth. 


Not of our own might can we hope to rise 
Above the ruts of failure of the past 


But with his help who did the first earth 
build, 
With hearts courageous we may fairer 
build this last. 
—Oxenham. 


oO 


A better world requires better men and 
women; that’s sure. Men and women are 
made better by spiritual incentives and re- 
ligious culture, and by a number of other 
influences—sometimes it is hard to tell 
whether some of these are causes or results. 
Possibly both. They are better homes, bet- 
ter ways of cultivating the soil, better 
schools, better industrial methods. Such is 
the wide service that present Christian pur- 
pose seeks to render: Isn’t the enlargement 
oj the task a greater call for our prayer, 
our service, and our money? 

oO 


A significant statement appears on one of 
the epistles of a yearly meeting of the So- 
ciety of Friends, and it has a fitting place 
in our present thought: 

God has no human body upon the earth 


(-~aaew=aos$*—wpmou0SsNa—asSsS—“asw>s>s>—q>waoqowaon0»0—$““4>——“—S 


Dreams are they—but they are God's 
dreams, 
Shall we decry them and scorn them? 
That men shall love one another, 
That white shall call black man 
brother, 
That greed shall pass from the market 
place, 
That lust shall yield to love for the 
race, 
That men shall meet with God face to 
face— 
Dreams are they all; 
But shall we despise them— 
God’s dreams! 
Dreams they—to become man’s 
dreams; 
Can we say nay as they claim us? 
That men shall cease from their hating, 
That war shall soon be abating, 
That the glory of kings and lords shall 
pale, 
That the pride of dominion and power 
shall fail, 
That we love of humanity shall pre- 
vail— 
Dreams are they all; 
But shall we despise them— 
God’s dreams! 
—Thomas Curtis Clark. 


—————————— 
but our own, yet he calls the bodies of men 
kis own. 

Christ’s Spirit taketh breath again 
Within the lives of holy men. 


Each changing age beholds afresh 
Its word of God in human flesh. 


are 


Do we come to his aid as we see him 
starving or unemployed? Are we not driven 
with shame to confess that again and again 
we pass him by? Should we not strive to 
find God as Jesus found him in every man, 
whether we call him British, Chinese, Ger- 
man, communist, or capitalist; above all to 
find God in those with whom we live and 
work? 

o 


See how beauteous on the mountains 
Are their feet, whose grand design 
Is to guide us to the fountains 

That overflow with bliss divine; 

Who proclaim the joyful tidings 

Of salvation all around, 

Disregard the world’s deridings, 

And in works of love abound. 


We are inclined to be unaware of the 
great miracles of our day. Give what at- 
tention we care to, to making a sun stand 
still, or to prophets obtaining rain by 
prayer, we should have our reverence deep- 
iy touched by great achievements of our 
times. Think how we are irrigating, dry 
farming, guarding great orchards and vine- 
yards against low temperatures, using 
sources of power of stream or waterfall! 
As a result, great areas, heretofore useless, 
are being reclaimed for the use of man; 
deserts are producing food. 

Why? 

The answer can be briefly stated: Chris- 
tian civilization. Men and women are learn- 
ing more of the laws of God and they are 
making a better world to live in. 

And Christianity is not forgetting the 
more essential and the more inspiring enter- 
prise of making better men and women. 

o 
If we have not learned that God is in man, 

And man in God again; 

That to love thy God is to love thy brother, 
And to serve the Lord is to serve each 


other— 
Then Christ was born in vain! 


If we have not learned that one man’s life 
In all men’s lives again; 

That each man’s battle, fought alone, 

Is won or lost for every one— 
Then Christ hath lived in vain! 


If we have not learned that death’s no break 

In life’s unceasing chain; 

That the work in one man well begun 
In others is finished, by others is done— 
Then Christ hath died in vain! 
—Stetson. 
o 
Let us give thanks— 

For the courage and loyalty of mission 
staffs amid tremendous difficulties. 

For the power of Christian ideas in the 
outlook of native governments; and the wit- 
ness of the Spirit in countless hearts that 
had not known Jesus Christ. 


Let us pray— 

For true conceptions of the Kingdom of 
Christ, and for his reign in the whole world. 

For unity in the mission fields, and de- 
liverance from intolerance and narrowness, 
from carelessness and disloyalty. 

For all missionaries, that grace may be 
given in the application of Christianity to 
the practical guidance of life among their 
converts. 

For the deepening unity of all nations in 
the fellowship of missionary service. 

o 


Our Father, we have prayed the prayer 
eur Savior taught us, and its words grew 
imereasingly dear to us. But we confess 
with shame that we have not given ourselves 
with whole-hearted surrender to the task of 
helping in its realization. We want to see 
the gospel preached in all lands. And we 
consecrate ourselves anew and more fully 
to assist in the work. Help us, Father, to 
have a due part in the evangelization cf all 
peoples, till “the whole round world is every 
way bound by gold chains about the feet of 
God.” Amen.—The Daily Altar. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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Woman’s Work 


[Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.] 


. Program for January 
A SUPREME NEED 

Hymn: “Open Mine Eyes That I May See.” 
Silent prayer, followed by audible prayer. 
Hidden Treasure in the Word: John 14; 1-14. 
“The Garden of Hid Treasure.” 
Blazing a Trail in India. 
Solo: “In the Secret of His Presence.” 
Echoes From Everywhere. 
Our Memory Verse: “Martin Luther’s Verse.” 


_ 


SONanse won 


“O, thou by whom we come to Ged, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way; 

The path of prayer thyself hast trod ; 
Lord, teach us how to pray.” 


The helps and suggestions for the January program 
in the December Christian Missionary are so good 
that you will want to read them all if you are inter- 
ested in carrying out the program in your mission- 
ary society meeting. 


LEASE subscribe now for The Christian 

Missionary and The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty for some one as a New Year’s gift! 

Or perhaps even better than making the 
subscriptions a gift would be to go after 
the persons and induce them to subscribe 
for themselves. This would be a fine way 
for our local missionary society literature 
superintendents to begin their year’s work. 
January is the month to go after subscrip- 
tions and winter is the season when people 
have the most time to read. Now, while 
our splendid editor is away from the office 
for a while is a good time to surprise him 
with a largely increased subscription list. 


]F your missionary society did not have the 

Thank-offering service last month you 
can still do your part by sending, right 
now, to Mrs. Powers for the Thank-offering 
supplies and you can have it yet. Address 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers, Room 25, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


ID you read page fourteen in last week’s 
paper? If not, do look it up and read 
the good news about the Porto Rico chapel. 
You will miss your chance to help if you 
do not hurry up with your offering, and, of 
course every one of us missionary society 
women is intending to have a share in this 
splendid work of our young people. 


Miss OLIVE G. WILLIAMS is improv- 

ing rapidly in health and spirits under 
the loving care of our kind southern sisters, 
and it is now expected that before long she 
will be able to fulfill her heart’s desire of 
returning to Porto Rico. Let us continue 
to pray for her. In praying for blessings 
on Christ’s missionaries, we are making our 
own lives broader and fuller, and when we 
help them go to carry the gospel message 
we are ourselves going into all the world to 
preach the gospel! 


RIDAY, February 16, 1923, has been ap- 

pointed by the Federation of Woman’s 
Boards of Foreign Missions and the Coun- 
cil of Women for Home Missions as a Day 
of Prayer for Missions. 

All missionary societies and all women 
everywhere who are interested in missions 
are urged to set apart that day for this 


_ Special purpose. 


Plans for observing the Day of Prayer 
for Missions, together with a suggested pro- 
gram will be published in this column in due 
time. 


The Forward Movement of the Christian Church 
and the Department of 


Stewardship, Promotion and Social Service 


REV. WARREN H. DENISON, D. D., Secretary 
Office of Secretary, 21-23 C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio 


A Message to Conference Presidents and 
Secretaries 


THE General Convention of the Christian 
Church has made the Forward Move- 
ment program of five points the denomina- 
tional program for our brotherhood. Of 
course every one of us should be loyal io 
that program. The Convention desires io 
incorporate this program into the organi- 
zation and life of each church. It has al- 
ready begun at its last session to incorpor- 
ate it into the denominational organization 
and life. To this all should give their co- 
operation in the immediate weeks. 

The Convention also laid the responsibil- 
ity for the promotion of this program upon 
the denominational and conferences organ- 
izations. We are, therefore, appealing to 


every conference president and secretary, 


and to every conference Forward Move- 
ment committee to give this important and 
vital work their aggressive attention. 

It will take effort on the part of these 
conference officers to see that all churches 
of the conference embody the program, 
plans, and organization in their life. It will 
pay, for all effort used, however, in the 
life, spirit, and growth of the churches, 
and that is what we desire to accomplish. 
It will need visitation to some of the 
churches that have not understood, or that 
have been slow to start the work. There 
may be need of changes in the original 
committees appointed in the conferences 
and in the churches. It may néed a meet- 
ing with the pastors of the conference, but 
it will pay. It may need the writing of let- 
ters by the president and secretary, but it 
is worth all it costs and more. Our work 
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must go forward steadily. These plans have 
all been tested now by us and by others and 
no church should be overlooked now. Those 
that neglect are likely to be the ones that 
need it most. 


The importance of this matter should be 
presented clearly and forcefully at any in- 
stitute, quarterly, joint convention, pastors’ 
conference, or other rally held in the con- 
ference. But it will not be sufficient to put 
it before these gatherings alone, as valu- 
able as that will be, but it must be carried 
to each church. 


It will pay for the conference president 
and secretary to spend a half-day or more 
with the conference “Forward Movement 
committee. The work needs to be done with- 
out longer delay. 


Arrangements may be made with the 
Superintendent to assist in any special need. 


Start the New Year Right 

by paying up any part of your subscription 
that is past due. Your subscription was 
made in good faith when you saw the need 
of the Lord’s work, and when the matter 
of the need was presented your response 
was from the noble desire to help. The 
need is even greater now, and our giving 
should be enlarged. The boards are depend- 
ing upon the pledge you faithfully made. 
The work suffers by delay; souls are per- 
ishing that would receive the light; lives 
are kept from preparation that might be 
getting ready for the work; churches are 
closed that might be opened; workers are 
limited in travel and helpfulness. It is a 
serious thing to let your payments, over- 
due, delay if it is possible for you to pay 
them. Pray it through and start the year 
right by getting in your Forward Move- 
ment account. It will help the work at once 
and bring joy to your heart. 


Can You Imagine 


how any member of the Christian Church 
in view of all the facts, can have any peace 
of conscience if he has not made as large 
a pledge as possible to the Forward Move- 
ment? It is a personal matter. The work 
has proved itself over and over. Every 
board of our church has been able to do 
larger work. Fifteen or eighteen thousand 
of your brothers and sisters have made our 
work hold its own in this reconstruction 
period and go forward. Many of these 
pledges have meant extraordinary sacrifice. 
We know of many cases personally where 
they have come right out of life’s necessi- 
ties. These experiences can but be richly 
blessed of God. Many thousands have done 
what they could—and you have not made 
any pledge or given any worthy gift for 
this work that goes to carry on every de- 
partment of our church! Can you feel right 
about it? Do you feel right about it? And 
there are some churches that have never 
taken the matter up at all—they are will- 
ing, seemingly, that their neighbor churches 
shall bear all the burden, willing that their 
own brethren shall give and sacrifice and 
they not share in it. Some ministers, too, 
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abundantly able to give, have made no 
pledge, and laymen, more of them, and 
churches. Won’t you start the year right 
by stepping in line with your own brothers 
and sisters? How about your church? The 
Scripture has something to say—“Curse ye 
Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; be- 
cause they came not to the help of the Lord, 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” 
—Judges 5:23. “And Moses said unto the 
children of God and to the children of Reu- 
ben, Shall vour brethren go to war, and 
shall ye sit here?”—Numbers 32:6. No, 
we have faith in our brethren that they will 
yet share with the rest of-us and do their 
part and will do the same as the rest of 
us have done—have faith to make a five- 
year pledge for the work. We do not be- 
lieve that we have many pastors that will 
sit by and let their churches have no part 
in the Forward Movement giving and let the 
other churches of the conferences do it all. 


We do not yet fully believe it. Start the 
new year on a higher plane than that. 
Stand up with your brethren. 


Can a Pastor 


rest at east and be satisfied if his church 
has not put on the Forward Movement de- 
nominational program yet, and perhaps has 
not even chosen its Forward Movement 
committee or grouped its membership and 
constituency into the groups yet? Can a 
pastor feel right if he has not yet put on 
the Forward Movement financial canvass in 
his congregation when the other pastors 
and churches have long ago been doing their 
part? They did it and were blessed in it 
and were a blessing to the church and to 
the Kingdom. Face the question fairly and 
honestly as before God and the brethren. 


E wish for all our Forward Movement 

workers in all the churches and confer- 
ences a very Happy and Prosperous New 
Year. 


Jesus Teaching Humility 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 14, 1923 
Luke 14:7-14 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Member International Sunday-school Committee Representing the Christian Church 


Golden Text—God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble.—1 Peter 
5: 5. 


Pecccccoes 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, January 8—The Stepping-stone 
to Honor. Luke 14: 7-14. 


Tuesday, January 9—Humility Before 
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Promotion. James 4: 1-10. 
Wednesday, January 10—Pride Dan- 
gerous. Prov, 16: 18-23. 


Thursday, January 11—A Humble Offi- 
eer. Matt. 8: 5-13. 
Friday, January 12—Church Leaders 
Girded With Humility, Peter 5: 1-11. 
Saturday, January 13—The Humility of 
Christ, Phil, 2: 5-11. 
Sunday, January 14—A Humble and 
Upright Man. Psalm 15: 1-5. 


eceocecoed 
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N a conference of ministers the leader of 

devotions asked the question, “What spe- 
cial need has the church of today?” After 
a moment of thought the answers came 
thick and fast: ““Power—Money—Organiza- 
tion—Faith—Prayer—Service.” But when 
an old saint of God arose and quietly but 
devoutly said, “I believe that we need hu- 
mility more than any other one grace in 
the Church today,” there was a something 
passed through the room which seemed to 
say to each heart that this was the right 
answer. 


If we have humility we can learn and 
love and lift and think of others more than 
ourselves. If we have humility we will look 
more to God and less to ourselves. If we 
have humility we will, like the Publican, 
“go down to our house blessed more than 
the other,” whose heart was so filled with 
self and pride that God had no way to get 
in and no room in which to stay. 


We do not love Jesus because he was 
powerful and great and did miracles, but 
we love him because he did all these things 
and was humble. The world dislikes a man 
who is pretentious even if he has done great 
things. The world and God love a man who 
does big or little things and remains mod- 
est and humble and unpretentious. Jesus 
who washed the disciples’ feet when he 
“knew that he came from God and went to 
God,” was the perfect example of humil- 
ity—not the “Uriah Heep” kind that pro- 
tests how humble they are, but the Jesus 
kind who do not say much about being hum- 
ble but just are. That is the sort that God 
and men love. That is the reason that many 
in the world who have not followed the 
Church and organized Christianity still 
cling to Jesus and will not consent to leave 
him out of their thought or circle—wrong 
as they may be in many things. 

“Still stands thine ancient sacrifice 

A humble and a contrite heart.” 


“He marked how they chose out the chief 
seats.” V. 7. 


That’s the way of the world. First come, 
first served. Every man for himself regard- 
less of the needs or comforts of the others. 
Take the best seat in the house if you get 
the chance. Take the “showy” place so 
that others can see you, or, failing in that, 
come in late so they may see your clothes. 

“Verily they have their reward.” 

“Lest haply a more honorable man than thou 

be hidden.” V. 8. 

The “more honorable” men of the world 
are generally more humble than the less 
honorable. Possibly it is beeause there is so 
much to them that they do not need to make 
pretense, while the man of smaller caliber 


has to puff himself up to make believe he is 
big. 
It is told that during the war that a very 


. pretentious woman came into a railway 


car and spread herself and her belongings 
all over two double seats. Shortly after- 
wards two modest women came in and 
found no seat except the ones which the ’ 
pretentious woman had “commandeered” 
and they therefore asked if the extra seats 
were occupied. The “great” lady gave them 
a look of haughty scorn as she replied, “Do 
you know that you are speaking to Mrs. 
D of W————?” And one of the lit- 
tle ladies replied cordially and briskly, “Oh, 
Mrs. D , we are so glad to meet you. 
I am Queen Victoria and want you to meet 
my friend, Mrs. President Wilson.” The 
laugh from the near-by seats showed that 
the situation was appreciated by the pas- 
sengers. 








“Give this man place.” 

“Thou shalt begin with shame to take the 
lowest place.” V. 9. 

It is a good thing for any man to begin 
at the bottom and climb rather than to be- 
gin at the top and drop. It is a real han- 
dicap to get a big job or a high place too 
early in life. 

A strange, true thing was said to me the 
other day when a friend remarked, “Do you 
see that seedy-looking failure of a man 
across the way ” I replied that I did, and 
he went on, “He is past fifty and a failure 
in life because when he was twenty-one his 
father- died and left him enough of an in- 
come to support himself the balance of his 
life. He lost incentive to work or climb 
and that income has been a curse to him.” 

Many a lad has lived four useless years 
in a college because he has had all the 
money and position he wanted and did not 
need to strive or climb. He has taken the 
place in the limelight the first days of his 
college life and later, five—ten—twenty~ 
years later, he finds himself at the foot of 
the ladder and the fellow who used to wait 
on table for him is at the top looking down 
on him. 

Jesus taught doing things simply, modest- 
ly, humbly, and going on to other things 
as they come. 

“Then shalt thou have glory in the presence 
of all.” V. 10. 
Kipling tells of the contrast of the years 

between the man who lives simply and hon- 
estly and the man who lives falsely by his 
wits. He says that as surely as the days 
and years come and go that the true man’s 
word will stand and “his little finger will 
weigh more than the false man’s thigh.” 


The final glory of a man is his character 
and the finest character is that most like 
Jesus. 

“When thou makest a dinner.” 
“Call not thy friends.” V. 12. 


“Bid the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind.” V. 13. 


It’s a lot of fun to invite those who can- 
not repay you—-more than any exchange of 
dinners between friends. A little girl has 
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just today told me of a Christmas party 
and dinner that her Sunday-school class 
gave to fifty little children from the “Home 
for the Friendless.” She said it was lots 
of fun and she can’t stop talking about it. 
Now I happen to know that certain little 
girl has gone to a lot of dinners among 
her friends and never had so good a time, 
for she‘tells me so. She says, and her face 
shines as she says it, “Oh, daddy, we had a 
wonderful time.” 

“Give, and it shall be given unto you”— 
not always food or money, but enjoyment 
and character and things that money can- 
not buy. 


“Thou shalt be recompensed in the resurrec- 
tion of the just.” V. 14. 


In the end it is going to be all right. It 
is bound to be all right if we are all right. 
And that makes us happy all along the way. 
We are not on our way to defeat but to vic- 
tory, and that cheers our hearts always. 
What a drag it is on a life to feel that there 
is to be a bad or an uncertain end. 

“There’s a good time coming” is the song 
of the Christian and it gives light for the 
days and songs in the night. 


“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to 
the humble.” Golden Text. 


The humble (meek) shall inherit the 
earth—not only heaven to come, but the 
earth here and now. Humility does not 
mean weakness. Humility means willing- 
ness to accept advice and help, both human 
and divine. Pride means an arrogant spirit 
which disdains help and goes on to its own 
destruction. 

John Wanamaker has just died. I knew 
him (as a younger man might know an older 
one) for some years. With all his wealth 
and position and success he was always a 
modest, humble servant of God and man. 
He loved little children and thought that 
the biggest thing that he did in life was in 
Sunday-school work—and it was. He told 
some of his friends on the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the establishment of his great busi- 
ness that the biggest business he had ever 
done was at Bethany Sunday-school in a 
neglected part of Philadelphia where he 
built up one of the greatest Sunday-schools 
in the world. 

God loves plain, humble, unpretentious 
folks and Jesus lived that way. 

Erie, Pennsylvania. 


Why Do You Think the Bible Is the Word of God? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JANUARY 14, 1923 
2 Tim. 3: 14-17 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. ‘ 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


‘Holy Bible, Book Divine,” ‘‘Mother’s Bible,” “O 
How Love I Thy Law’’—any of these would make a 
good special vocal number for the meeting. 

Select hymns as far as possible that exalt the Word 
of God. 

Ask, one week in advance, every member to bring 
a brief reason, written out on paper, as to why he 
believes the Bible to be the Word of God. 


Thoughts on the Theme 
GOME reasons why I believe the Bible is 
the Word of God: 

1. Its, fulfilled prophecies. Take for in- 
stance the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, so 
wonderful in its description of the death of 
Christ, that a friend of mine who at one 
time was an infidel was led to renounce his 
infidelity and accept the Bible as the Word 
of God and Christ as his Savior, through 
reading this chapter and comparing it with 
the life and death of Jesus Christ. 

Read carefully Deuteronomy 28: 36-68 
and see in broad strokes the history of the 
children of Israel given before there was 
an Israelitish nation. 

In the thirty-sixth verse there is the 
prophecy of the time when they should set 
over themselves a king which we see was 
fulfilled in the choice of Saul; from the 
thirty-sixth to the forty-eighth, a prophecy 
of the Babylonish captivity; from the for- 
ty-ninth to the fifty-eighth, a prophecy of 
the siege and destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans under Titus—centuries before 
it happened. Read carefully the forty- 
ninth verse and see how accurately the Ro- 
man nation with its eagles is described. 


Note the results of the prolonged siege 
as given in verses 50-57, and then read any 
good account of that dreadful siege and see 
how accurately God told this centuries be- 
fore it happened. 

Read the twenty-secon psalm, and then 
turn and read the nineteenth chapter of the 
Gospel according to John :nd note how per- 
fectly the crucifixion of Christ is described 
by the psalmist. Note particularly the six- 
teenth verse, written before crucifixion as a 
punishment was known. Read in connec- 
tion with this, Zech. 12:10 and Rev. 1: 7. 
So convincing is this that a learned Jewish 
Babbi was won to Christ by reading these 
last two references. 

God’s spoken word with regard to his 
punishment of his people Israel if they were 
disobedient and the things that have hap- 
pened to that nation ought to convince any 
honest seeker that the Bible is the Word 
of God. 

2. The influence of the Bible in the 
world. It has met customs age long and 
entrenched behind governments and social 
powers and legal authority and has swept 
over them, driving them from human so- 
ciety. 

3. The influence of the Bible in individual 
lives. It comes squarely athwart a man’s 
natural inclinations and swings him away 
from his inclinations and in line with the 
teaching of this Word. It picks up the 
devil’s outcasts and transforms them into 
saints of God. It restores the blackened, 
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blighted, blistered, bruised fag-ends of the 
lives of sinful men and women and cleans 
them up and heals them and binds up their 
bruises and puts a new song in their mouths 
and sends them out to be servants of the 
most high God and he uses them to win 
others to himself. 

4. The supremacy of its moral teaching. 
No book in all the world is equal to this in 
its moral teaching. The greatest philoso- 
phers of all the ages are hardly to be reck- 
oned as foothills in their approach to this 
mighty mountain range of sublime moral 
truth. 

5. The unity of the Bible. Written by 
men separated by thousands of miles and 
by centuries of time and infinities of differ- 
ence in environment and customs, yet we 
find one great theme runs through it from 
cover to cover and that theme is the resto- 
ration of man, who fell in the first chapters 
of this book, back to the Paradise of God 
from which he was driven because of that 
fall. Doctor Arthur T. Pierson says truly 
the Bible is like the perimeter of a golden 
ring starting from the point where man was 
placed in the garden; following him in his 
fall and his exclusion from the garden 
through all his wanderings, ever being 
sought after by his God until in the last 
chapter we find man restored to Paradise 
once more, drinking of the river of life and 
feeding on the fruits of the tree of life. 

6. Its victory over its enemies. It has 
been attacked from without the Church by 
bitter enemies—sophistry, ignorance, schol- 
arship, power have been arrayed against 
it, and today we see its pretended friends 
making a deadly attack against it, but it 
lives on and is stronger today than ever 
before in the history of the world. It is 
the “Word of God which liveth and abideth 
forever.” 

7. Its scientific accuracy. The Bible is 
not a book on science, but whenever it 
touches science it never makes a mistake. 
In many cases it has anticipated the dis- 
coveries of science by many years. The 
men who claim to find warfare between 
science and the Bible are guilty of volun- 
tary suppression of the truth, corruption of 
doctrine, perversion of fact. God’s Word 
will still stand after the vaporings of so- 
called scientists and scholars have been rele- 
gated to the intellectual rubbish heap of the 
ages. 

8. The depth of the Bible. So wonderful 
and so deep is the teaching of the Bible that 
some one has said that “having such a 
book and knowing nothing of its author 
man would be forced to invent a God to be 
the author of the book.” Man in his sub- 
limest flights has never even touched the 
hem of the garment of this matchless book. 


By Way of Illustration 


Nothing has been added to the Bible in 
eighteen hundred years, yet a man like Bun- 
sen or Neander, cannot exhaust it by the 
study of a lifetime. George Miller read it 
through more than one hundred times, and 
said it was fresher every time he read it. 
Could that be true of any other book? 

But more wonderful than this—not only 
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individual men but generations of men for 
eighteen hundred years have dug into it 
and given the world thousands of volumes 
devoted to its exposition, and they have not 
reached the bottom of the quarry yet. A 
book that man produces man can exhaust, 
but all men together have not been able to 
get to the bottom of this book.—Torrey. 


There is more power in that little book 
to save men, and purify, gladden, and beau- 
tify their lives, than in all literature put 
together—more power to lift men to God. 
A stream never rises higher than its source, 
and a book that has power to lift men up to 
God that no other book has, must have come 
down from God in a way that no other book 
has.—Ibid. 

A brilliant Unitarian writer, in trying to 
disprove the inspiration of the Bible, says: 
“How irreligious to charge an infinite God 
with having written his whole Word in so 
small a book.” He does not see how his ar- 
gument can be turned against himself. 
What a testimony it is to the divinity of 


this book that such infinite wisdom is stored 
away in. so small a compass.—Ibid. 

There is not a truth to be found any- 
where on moral or spiritual subjects that 
you cannot find in substance within the cov- 
ers of that old Book. I have often, when 
speaking upon this subject, asked anyone 
to bring me a single truth on moral or spir- 
itual subjects, which, upon reflection, I 
could not find within the covers of this book, 
and no one has ever been able to do it.— 
Ibid. 

For Discussion 

What do you consider the best way to prove to 
yourself that this Bible is the Word of God? Read 
John 7:17 (R, V.). 

What weight would you give the testimony of 
Christ as to the Bible being the Word of God? 

What proof have you gathered from observation 
that would lead you to think that the Bible was the 
Word of God? 

Would you consider the fact of the Bible being 
adapted to man’s spiritual needs for time and eter- 
nity a proof that the Bible is the Word of God? Why? 

1023 Garfield Ave., 

Springfield, Ohio. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


Kittery Point, Me., December 27—Rev. 
H. J. Fleming, pastor of the Bethany Con- 
gregational Church, of South Portland, Me., 
arrived in town Sunday afternoon and he 
and his wife who preceded him were the 
guests of her parents, Capt. and Mrs. Chas. 
Sawyer, over the yuletide week. Our Sun- 
day-school observed Christmas in fine style. 
A very interesting concert was given by the 
children Saturday evening, a _ beautiful 
Christmas tree, heavily laden with choice 
gifts, was admired by all. Santa Claus 
made his annual visit to the great delight 
ot the kiddies who were out in full force. 
Our pastor was very kindly remembered by 
his Bible class. On Sunday morning our 
hearts were gladdened by the reception of 
one new member to our church. Special 
Christmas music was splendidly rendered 
and the sermons, both morning and evening, 
were grand.—AMEE. 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS CONFER- 
ENCE 


Westerly, R. I., December 20—The fol- 
lowing resolutions have been adopted by the 
members of the Broad St. Christian Church: 


Wuereas, Our pastor, Rev. P. S. Sailer, has ac- 
cepted a call to ancther field of work and desires re- 
lease at our early convenience ; 

Resolved, That we, the members of Broad Street 
Christian Church, accept his resignation with deep 
regret and express our hearty appreciation of ‘his 
Christian leadership, zealous labors, and true friend- 
ship during his pastorate here; : 

Resolved, That we extend to Mr. and Mrs. Sailer 
our best wishes for great success, prosperity, and 
happiness, and may the New Year bring to them 
the realization of their fondest hopes. 

Furthermore, That these resolutions be incorporated 
in the church records, a copy sent to Mr. and Mrs. 
Sailer and one to The Herald of Gospel Liberty. 


ABBIE J. PHELPS, 

MARION B. ALLEN, 

GERTRUDE M. SLocuMm, 
Committee. 


SAMUEL GIRVEN, Clerk. 


MERRIMACK CONFERENCE 


Franklin, N. H., Dec. 25—The old church, 
in spite of the severe storms of over eighty 
years, is still alive. Although without a 
pastor since last April, the pulpit has been 
supplied by such a variety of clergymen that 
all the listeners ought to have been pleased 
—a part of the time, at least. Among the 
speakers have been Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, 
Dr. A. G. Caris, of Defiance, and Rev. McD. 
Howsare. The regular mid-week prayer 


meetings have been conducted without break 
by different laymen and women and al- 
though the attendance has not been large, 
the meetings have not been devoid of inter- 
est and profit. The regular monthly meet- 
ings of the executive board and the Sunday- 
school Council have kept up the business of 
the church. The Sunday-school has been 
very active. At Thanksgiving time each 
class brought to the pulpit its contribution 
for the needy of the community, and the 
liberal contents of the baskets were dis- 
tributed where they would do good. Since 
then, each class has selected one of our 
mission stations, for which they have sup- 
plied special Christmas gifts. Although the 
gifts were not large, they have encouraged 
our workers in these various fields and, bet- 
ter than that, have broadened the horizon 
of the donors as they have studied the needs 


QI 
There Is a Hand on the Helm 


(THERE ts a hand upon the helm, 
Be brave—believing in the best; 
Though the black night be folded down, 
Upon his purpose rest. 


Keep in thy heart the will to do 
That which shall count for highest gain; 
Hold thine escutcheon high to heaven, 
Without a single stain. 


Let truth, thy shield, be steadfast still, 
Let honor walk thy way beside, 

And faith’s bright lamp be. lifted up, 
To be thy constant guide. 


Keep to the hope that will not fail, 
That over all, when understood, 

Moves on unchecked a sovereign power, 
Toward the final good. 


There is a hand that will not fail, 
Though doubts and fears the heart ap- 


pat, 
God is around, beneath, above, 
And he is all in all. 


—W. Lomax Childress, in The Watchword. 
AONUMA 


of our stations, from the work of the lum- 
bermen in the far West to our schools for 
the colored people in the South and Porto 
Rico and to the Japanese people in the Far 
East. The usual Christmas festivities were 
enjoyed by a large number. Our church is 
encouraged by the acceptance of our call to 


the pastorate, by Rev. Arthur A. Richards, 
of Urbana, Ill., who will, we trust, come to 
us very soon. During this pastorless in- 
terim, valuable assistance has been given 
us by denominational leaders in securing a 
pastor, which is greatly appreciated.— 
CLARA E. ROWELL, Clerk. ’ 


ILLINOIS 


Robinson, December 20—Just closed a 
twelve days’ meeting near Cary, Indiana. 
Had a blessed good meeting with twelve ac- 
cessions and the church wonderfully encour- 
aged. This church had been down and out 
for some time as a result of a certain ele- 
ment within the church. But, thank the 
Lord, the church is alive and is going to do 
business for the Master. Pray for us.— 
THOS. WADE, Pastor. 


Noble, December 27—Last Wednesday, 
December 20, I came to Wynoose and began 
a series of meetings in which we have had 
good congregations and fair interest from 
the start. I gave them Christmas messages 
during the season. We are now striking 
hard for a revival. Have a fine class of 
little folks in Bible stories. My next meet- 
ing will be at the Oak Grove. Church, in 
Iowa. This will be my first visit to Iowa. 
New Year greetings to all—A. H. BENNETT. 


Milmine, December 21—The church work 
at Milmine is moving along in good shape. 
The different organizations of the church 
are co-operating nicely. Too much cannot 
be said for the fine work the woman’s mis- 
sionary society is doing. On Sunday eve- 
ning, December 3, they gave the Thank-of- 
fering program in full, including the pag- 
eant, “The Road to Contentment.” It was 
surely a fine sight to see the young men 
of the church as they worked side by side 
with the women to make the program what 
it should be. The offering was a little over 
twenty-three dollars, almost one hundred 
percent more than last year. The Sunday- 
school has been makng a record, both in at- 
tendance and collections, the offerings aver- 
aging a little over five cents a member. On 
December 3, we began our revival meetings 
and continued for two weeks. Bro. D. C. 
McCoy was with us as song leader. The 
pastor did the preaching. “The people had 
a mind to work” and we had a good meet- 
ing. The visible results were four mothers, 
one father, and four children who came for- 
ward and took a definite stand for Christ. 
Dr. O. B. Whitaker is to be with us on Jan- 
uary 6, with his great lecture, “The Rela- 
tion of Evolution to Christianity.”—J. E. 
Fry, Pastor. 


Olney, December 18—A happy New Year 
to you all. May this be a fruitful year in 
the work of the whole church. Rev. S. 
Price, pastor at Pleasant View, assisted by 
Evangelist Mrs. Charlotte E. Nash, of St. 
Louis, closed a _ soul-stirring meeting at 
Pleasant View, last week, with twelve ac- 
cessions and a general revival. This is the 
second revival for them at the above place 
and each time a great victory was scored. 
The church voted unanimously for Sister 
Nash to return at the same date next year 
and help the pastor again. Rev. F. G. Bell 
is now in the midst of a meeting at Clare- 
mont. The church has been closed for some 
years. The prospects are that he will be 
able to get a good class started again there. 
He is also trying to help the Antioch 
Church to affiliate with the Claremont 
Church in a pastorate. Rev. A. H. Bennett, 
with the help of U. C. C. students, is reviv- 
ing the work at Riverton, Ind. Pastor Brock 
is well liked at his Rafetown charge. Elder 
Price is now in the midst of a revival at his 
Freedom charge. Rev. Bonecutter is in a 
very helpful meeting at Bethany. A deep 
spirit of revival prevails. Brother Kerns 
closed a two weeks’ meeting at Brockville. 
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While there, the so-called Christian Scien- 
tist put a glowing article in the county pa- 
per claiming a miraculous cure for a boy. 
Rev. Kerns gave a fine article in the paper 
in answer. It was my privilege to be at 
Brockville the past week one night.—ALVIN 
C. JACOBS. 


Tuscolu, December 25—Met Brother Bell 
en route to U. C. Chapel to fill his appoint- 
ment. He begins special meetings there on 
the first Sunday in January. He is to have 
the able assistance of Rev. Jesse Bradbury, 
of the Sumner Church. Brother Bell just 
closed a two weeks’ meeting at Claremont. 
They are planning to start a Sunday-school 
there the first of the year. This church 
and the one at Antioch could easily form a 
pastorate and unite their efforts and rally 
the work again. These churches are lo- 
cated in a needy field and all our member- 
ship needs to rally for King Jesus in these 
latter days. There were twenty-three who 
gave evidence of a better life in the Atwood 
revival. Rev. G. W. Rippey begins special 
services at Pierson tonight. Appropriate 
Christmas exercises were held both at the 
Lake Fork Church and at Tuscola. A pro- 
gram was given by the children, which was 
very much appreciated by the large audi- 
ence assembled to hear them. May the beau- 
tiful spirit of the Christ child be the rule 
and guide to all as the days come and go. 
The Bible alone is the sufficient guide for 
conduct. So many theories of men are be- 
ing held up today aside from the Bible, or 
in addition to it, the effect of which is not 
good. Because of it the church life is weak- 
ened and in the same proportion will lose 
her power and religious force. Brethren, 
let us be loyal to the “Old Book” and its 
teachings and leave the “doctrines of men” 
alone. What say you? We are praying for 
our dear Editor. May his needed rest add 
much to his physical health.—HOoEt. 


Louisville, December 25—The series of 
meetings came to a close Friday evening. 
We had a good meeting, but not many came 
fcerward, one confession and two accessions. 
Dr. Douglass is sure a great preacher and 
everybody that heard him was greatly 
pleased with his messages. The work here 
at Louisville is one of special interest. It 
is wonderful how the people of the other 
churches desire to come to our church. The 
Baptist people do not attend the Methodist 
or Disciples Church very well, but they all 
like to come to our church. And the same 
with both the Methodists and Disciples. We 
have a neutral church where people of 
all churches like to come. If we can se- 
cure some more members that will help us 
put on the work so there will be more in- 
spiration, we would be second to none in 
town. The Methodist Church has the best 
house, but we have the best principles of 
doctrine and government. Our house is sec- 
ond best in town and we are very hopeful 
for our church. We are expecting to assist 
Brother Geeding at Ashton, January 2. Bro. 
Bennett writes me that he expects to 
go to Iowa soon in view of taking work 
there. Bro. Bennett is worthy of good work 
and we hope for him the greatest success. 
—JOHN BAUGHMAN, Pastor. 


INDIANA 


Albion, December 21—We began our spe- 
cial meeting with the Merriam Church 
Thanksgiving Day and closed December 17. 
Rev. R. E. Lucas, of Lebanon, Ind., came to 
assist us December 4, and remained until the 
fifteenth, rendering valuable help as a song 
director and also preached some awakening 
sermons. The last night Brother Lucas was 
with us we served a banquet for our Boost- 
er Choir, numbering fifty-two young folks 
from nine to fourteen years of age. It was 
a very happy occasion. The church was 
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greatly revived, with thirteen additions, 
and we are very hopeful of many more as a 
result of our meeting. I am now assisting 
Rev. J. C. Barrett at the Broadway Church. 
The interest is good. Brethren, let us la- 
bor and pray for the salvation of souls.— 
J. C. OREBAUGH, Pastor. 


Greentown, December 26—Held quite an 
interesting Christmas service on Christmas 
Eve. There will be a revival service at the 
U. B. Church, beginning New Year’s Eve, 
with a union service. The writer is to 
preach the sermon after which our Endeav- 
orers will hold their regular meeting and 
continue with a watch meeting. We have 
a fine work and an appreciative people. 
Pray for us that God may bless our labors 
of love.—T. F. BaGsy, Pastor. 


Merom, December 28—Had a good time 
at Texas City over the fourth Sunday. The 
Texas City and Poplar churches remem- 
bered their pastor with a fine Christmas 
gift, consisting of the common necessities 
such as a student pastor usually needs, and 
for which we were very thankful. I find 
them a very appreciative people. I am now 
in a special meeting at Sims. I expect to 
return to school as soon as the meeting 
closes.—ED. BORAH. 


Goshen, December 21—The work here is 
moving forward. There is a splendid spir- 
it of co-operation between church and pas- 
tor. The people here do not hesitate in ex- 
pressing their appreciation of their pastor, 
and just before Thanksgiving they surprised 
him by coming to the parsonage one eve- 
ning, bringing with them all kinds of eat- 
ables. It is the spirit that is back of the 
gift that fills to overflowing the heart and 
life of the minister. We just closed a two- 
weeks’ meeting. W. E. Lucas, of Advance, 
Indiana, was in charge of the music. Mr. 
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fellowship. The four principles to be treated in one essay, but not neces- 
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Lucas is a real leader and always leaves 
the work in better condition than he finds 
it. There were fourteen added to the 
church roll and the promise of more to fol- 
low. We are planning the white gift pro- 
gram for Christmas. We feel sure with the 
spirit with which they are entering into it, 
it will be worth while to the church. We 
are expecting to go to Kimmel the first of 
the year to assist Rev. A. W. Cash in his 
reeting.—O. V. REcToR, Pastor. 


Hagerstown, December 24—The work 
here moves along in fine shape. On No- 
vember 19 we had four accessions to the 
church and also one on the following Sun- 
day. On November 23 the men had an all- 
day wood chopping and the ladies served an 
excellent dinner and supper in the base- 
ment of the church. On the afternoon of 
December 6 the Ladies’ Aid society held a 
bazaar in the basement of the church, with 
various booths of fancy work, aprons, and 
candy, and in the evening, a chicken sup- 
per was served to two hundred and fifty 
persons. The Sunday-school, adult, and pri- 
mary, is having a good attendance. Today 
both had fine Christmas programs, followed 
by a Christmas sermon by Rev. H. H. Short, 
after which there were six accessions to 
the church. This evening a Christmas pro- 
gram, consisting of Christmas carols and 
pantomime by the children—“Christmas in 
Many Lands’—was given before a large 
audience. After this a large truck with 
piano and singers drove over town singing 
Christmas carols for the benefit of the sick 
and shut-ins—Mrs. CARRIE JONES, Church 
Correspondent. 


Alexandria, December 21—I have closed 
a special meeting with the Tippecanoe 
Christian Church, Northwestern Indiana 
Conference. This was a union meeting with 
a neighbor church, the New Dunkards or 
Church of God. They are identical in doc- 
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trine with the Christian Church, except 
they will not receive members into full mem- 
bership until after immersion, which is 
their only mode of baptism. They only 
have seven churches and six or seven min- 
isters, all in central Indiana. There was a 
very fine spirit of co-operation by the dif- 
ferent churches of the community. The 
singing and special music were furnished by 
a different church each evening. A fine un- 
icon Thanksgiving service was held, Rev. 
Mr. Browning, pastor of the Pulaski Pres- 
byterian Church, gave the address. I begin 
special meetings with the Twelve Mile 
Church the first Sunday in January. We 
ask your prayers that this may be a great 
soul-saving meeting in which God will be 
honored and the Kingdom of Christ will be 
builded up. Rev. S. Janney is now in a 
special meeting with the New Bethel 
Church. We had. the pleasure of visiting 
with him one night.—D. A. Cook, Pastor. 


Wakarusa, December 23—On December 
4, Rev. D. G. Pleasant, of Campbellstown, 
Ohio, came to our assistance in special meet- 
ings at Wakarusa. The services were well 
attended throughout the three weeks of ef- 
fort, closing Sunday, December 17. Evan- 
gelist Pleasant’s earnest, spiritual sermons 
were well received and accomplished much 
good. Nine persons united with the church, 
general interest was revived, and spiritual 
responsibilities realized. We take pleasure 
in recommending the services of Bro. Pleas- 
ant to any pastor or church desiring real 
constructive revival work. We have been 
together in three special meetings. It was a 
source of satisfaction to be able to link up 
the regular church activities with evangel- 
istic effort, for on the Sunday evening be- 
ginning the meetings, November 26, our 
woman’s missionary society rendered a 
splendid Thank-offering program embracing 
“The Road to Contentment.” A large crowd 
was present and the parts were well per- 
formed. The offering was an increase over 
last year, nearly fifty-five dollars being con- 
tributed. Thanksgiving evening a union 
service of the townspeople was held at the 
Christian Church. An offering was made at 
that time for the needy. In these efforts 
during the revival period we were glad to 
demonstrate that evangelism is a part of 
all regular church activities. It was a 
pleasant privilege to have with us on a Fri- 
day evening in November Mr. Evan Wil- 
liams, State Christian Endeavor Secretary 
of Indiana. A banquet was given by our 
Endeavorers for the young people, includ- 
ing Mr. Williams, in the basement of the 
church. After marching in a body into the 
auditorium, an address was given by Mr. 
Williams, which was spiritual and uplifting. 
The Christian Endeavor society, through its 
social committee, is finding it very profitable 
to hold monthly socials. An interesting pro- 
gram is arranged for Christmas eve.—CLAR- 
ENCE DEFUwR, Pastor. 


NEW YORK 


Lakemont, December 21—Rev. R. G. Fen- 
ton died at the Aged Christian Ministers’ 
Home the night of December 11, aged eighty 
years. Dr. G. A. Conibear attended a sim- 
ple service at the Home on Friday, the fif- 
teenth, after which the remains were taken 
to Otego for interment. Dr. Martyn Sum- 
merbell complete] his seventy-fifth year De- 
cember 20, and the faculty of Defiance Col- 
lege remembered the occasion with a large 
bunch of very beautiful roses. The Sunday- 
school of the Temple Church held its Christ- 
mas celebration Saturday evening, Decem- 
ber 23, at which time friends of Dr. Coni- 
bear presented him and Mrs. Conibear a fine 
set of solid silver spoons. The Starkey 
Seminary closed for the vacation on the 
twenty-first and will open for the return of 
the students on January 3.—XX. 
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Lima, December 26—We have just closed 
a union tabernacle evangelistic campaign 
with W. E. Biederwolf and party leading, 
and twenty-six of the Lima churches co- 
operating. There were a large number of 
reconsecrations, but the number of decisions 
was rather disappointing. Sixteen united 
with us last Sunday, two of these by let- 
ter and two who had not signed cards. 
Three were received on the tenth and two 
on November 26. There were twenty-one 
cards signed, indicating the First Christian 
Church as their preference. Possibly oth- 


ers of these who signed cards will be re- 
ceived later—E. A. WATKINS, Pastor. 


Defiance, December 28—The congregation 
of the Bethel Christian Church at Arthur, 
Chio, has just finished remodeling the 
church building. The first meeting held in 
it was on December 17, at which time we 
observed Educational Day. We took Dr. 
Manchester and eight of the Defiance Col- 
lege students out with us for the day. Dr. 
Manchester gave the address in the morn- 
ing and Misses Elizabeth Howsare and Ze- 
nith Campbell sang a duet. After the morn- 
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ing service dinner was served in the new 
basement. The afternoon program con- 
sisted of talks by Messrs. Frank Wright, 
D. D. Bowman, Robert Eickmeyer, and Paul 
Kershner. We were favored with songs by 
the mixed quartet. Yosan Higashimura, a 
student at Defiance, sang for us in his na- 
tive Japanese tongue. Services in the eve- 
ning were in charge of the pastor. The 
day was enjoyed very much by both stu- 
dents and congregation. An offering of 
twenty-five dollars was taken for education. 
Beginning on the evening of December 20 
and continuing all day and evening of De- 
cember 21, Rev. McD. Howsare held one of 
his institutes at Bethel. Dinner was again 
served in the basement. The people were 
very much pleased with his work. Every 
church member should attend one of his in- 
stitutes. The institute was the opening of 
revival services which are being successful 
to date—Guy T. WALTERS, Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, December 22—The meeting at 
Damascus closed at the end of two weeks 
with twenty-five conversions and twenty- 
three accessions to the church. The other 
two will unite with the Brethren Church at 
that place. This church was one of the 
first to go over the top on their conference 
budget. Bro. A. R. Garland, pastor of this 
church, has done a splendid constructive 
work in the community. The field secretary 
is now engaged in a meeting at the Black 
Valley Union Church, beginning Tuesday 
evening, December 19, and will continue two 
weeks. This church has been without a 
pastor for some time and is under the super- 
vision of the field secretary this year. The 
meeting at Cedar Grove closed recently with 
around thirty-five converts. Rev. T. P. Gar- 
land, pastor, had Miss Adams and her help- 
ers to conduct the meeting for him. Miss 
Adams is a strong preacher and has had 
considerable success as a revivalist in that 
section of Fulton County. Rev. L. A. Du- 
vall is in a meeting at Mt. Hope and plans 
to hold his next meeting at Prosperity. The 
churches are being urged to go over the top 
on their conference budget as soon as pos- 
sible in order that other phases of the work 
may receive the proper emphasis. Mr. Ira 
D. Mellott, our conference secretary, who 
has been confined to his home for several 
weeks with asthma, is now able to be around 
again. The work in all sections of our con- 
ference seems to be progressing. We ask 
the prayers of the brotherhood that the 
Kingdom’s work may prosper in our midst. 
—A. W. SPARKS, Field Secretary. 


VIRGINIA 


Harrisonburg, Dececember 20—After a 
busy revival meeting season I am home 
again for a few days with wife, babies, 
books, papers. What a pleasure to be busy 
in the Master’s service even though away 
from home! And then what a pleasure to 
sit at one’s own fireside and feel the tugging 
of little hands, hear the pattering of little 
feet, and the consoling sound of voices that 
are just a little different from all others in 
the world! It is also a pleasure to catch up 
a little with neglected correspondence, and 
do a bit of much needed reading and study- 
ing. Church papers and religious books 
have a wonderful fascination for me. I think 
no one could enjoy them more than I do 
when I get a chance, and it is a matter of 
great regret to me that I have so little time 
to spend with them. The revival meeting at 
Woods Chapel was pronounced by many to 
be the best ever held there. The congrega- 
tions were unusually large and the interest 
was good almost from the beginning. Twen- 
ty-two professed faith in Christ, some of 
them members of the church who had 
drifted away, but came back renewing their 
vows to the Lord. Eight new members were 


received into the church. There has been 
one more conversion and addition to the 
church since the meeting. Immediately fol- 
lowing this meeting I held a revival at Beth- 
lehem. Rev. W. C. Hook preached part of 
the time. The people enjoyed his sermons 
very much, and I heard many favorable 
comments. Congregations were rather small 
at first, but increased very nicely later on. 
There were ten conversions and eight ad- 
ditions to the church. I have more meetings 
to hold yet than I shall be able to get 
through with this year, but I do not think 
I shall begin another one until the worst of 
the winter weather is supposed to be over. 
Several of my churches are arranging for 
Christmas services to be given soon.—A. W. 
ANDES, Pastor. 


Rev. John Tamkin 


OHN TAMKIN was born in London, Eng- 

land, July 1, 1832, and departed this life 

November 19, 1922, at the age of ninety 
years, four months, and eighteen days. 

He served in the Crimean War in 1856, 
and also served in the Civil War in this 
country. For many years—about forty, I 
think—he taught school in various places in 
the Valley of Virginia, and in Hampshire 
County, West Virginia. While yet a young 
man he entered the ministry, becoming a 
member of what was then the Virginia Cen- 
tral Christian Conference, and served vari- 
ous churches in the conference as pastor. 
For many years he was secretary of this 
conference. He was.well educated, and pos- 
sessed a brilliant mind and ready wit. A 
remarkable thing about his physical make- 
up was the fact that although he was past 
ninety years of age he was always able to 
read ordinary print by day or night without 
the aid of glasses. 

His wife died October 16, 1901, and was 
buried at Linville Creek Dunkard Church, 
near Broadway, Virginia, her native com- 
munity. 

He is survived by two sons and a daugh- 
ter who live in Powells Fort, and a daughter 
who lives in Clarksburg, West Virginia. 
The last few years of his life were spent 
with his daughter in Clarksburg, and his 
ministry was then confined principally to 
the West Virginia Conference. 

His body was brought to Broadway, Vir- 
ginia, and was buried by the side of his 
wife in the Linville Creek Cemetery, No- 
vember 21, 1922. Brief services were held 
at the grave by the writer. A sermon in his 
memory is to be preached at Dry Run in 
Powells Fort first Sunday in January, 1923, 
at which place most of his relatives and 
many friends live. 

A. W. ANDES. 


Harrisonburg, Virginia. 


Dedication at Cairo, Ohio 


ELDOM in the life of a minister does one 

have a more pleasant day than fell to 
Rev. George Benton Garner, pastor of the 
Christian Church at Cairo, Ohio, on Sun- 
day, December 17. It was on this day that 
their enlarged, remodeled, and newly equip- 
ped church building was reopened and dedi- 
cated. A Sunday-school room, well fur- 
nished, had been added to the original build- 
ing, and a basement put beneath it, amply 
large for a furnace room, a commodious din- 
ing room, and convenient kitchen, all of 
which were in use on the day of dedication. 
Dinner and supper, representative of the 
finest culinary skill, and the largest liber- 
ality, were served free of cost to the 
church’s guests that day, and there were 
many of them, every one of whom lost his 
appetite in less than thirty minutes from the 
time he was seated at the table. In addi- 
tion to these conveniences, a room known as 
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“Mothers’ Room” has been added, and com- 
fortably and tastefully furnished. 

One interesting feature of the service, and 
unusual so far as the writer knows, was 
that the guests remained in the auditorium 
until a song of thanksgiving and prayers 
had been given, when they repaired to the 
dining-room for the social hour and dinner. 

Dr. Garner is serving his fourth term as 
pastor of the Cairo Church, the first period 
occurring very early in his ministry, and is 
doing the best work of his life in this, the 
last period of his pastoral service with the 
church he has known so long and served so 
well. Dr. Garner belongs to a generation 
of ministers who have no cause for shame 
at the mention of their work, for they have 
made a large contribution to the Kingdom of 
God, the least of which has not been made 
by the present pastor of the Cairo Church. 

The pastor conducted the Home-coming 
service in the afternoon, and with rare abil- 
ity and pleasing manner he introduced the 
speakers one after another who, without ex- 
ception, enriched the occasion by their re- 
marks. 

The Cairo Christian Church was organ- 
ized by Elder M. Martz who spent his en- 
tire ministerial, and probably his entire na- 
tural life, in the community of Cairo, and 
those who had part in the afternoon service 
paid high tribute to his memory. The en- 
tire cost of the building was above $5,500, 
$2,000 of which had been given by Mr. J. 
J. Grub, of Buckland, $2,000 by Mrs. Sarah 
Grubb, of Buckland, and $500 by Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. McFarland, of Cairo. Mr. J. H. 
e“Hartman and Sons,” of Columbus Grove, 
presented the church with a large church 
organ and library table. Mrs. Ella Wood 
gave the comfortable rockers and library 
table for the Mothers’ Room. Other con- 
tributions of like character were made, but 
the names of the givers are not known to 
the writer. 

The offering for the day was a little above 
$800, which, with the original gifts and con- 
tributions, fully cover the cost of the build- 


ing. 
The dedicatory service occurred at the 
morning hour of worship, the pastor offer- 
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ing the prayer by which the building was 
solemnly and sacredly given to him whose 
right it is to own. 

There was a fine spirit of giving, and a 
rich, full fellowship throughout the entire 
day, and Dr. Garner and his good people 
may well feel proud of what they have done. 

J. F. BURNETT. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


Franklinton Christian College 


UITE a number of our northern friends 

_ have sent us boxes and barrels of cloth- 
ing during the Christmas season, and we 
wish to thank one and all for thinking of 
us so kindly. Some barrels and boxes have 
no names on them at all; therefore, we do 
not know who to thank for the things sent. 
We wish so much that all who send barrels, 
boxes, etc., to Franklinton would please 
write their names and addresses plainly on 
the same so that we may be able to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of them. 

By the order of the board we have bought 
a nice Jersey milch cow and calf, and as 
secon as we can find another one to suit, we 
shall buy another. We hope that we shall 
soon find her. We have a few old hogs and 
six young pigs, and are planning to build 
pastures on the farm and try our hand at 
raising hogs and cows with as little expense 
as possible. We have seeded a lot of rye 


and clover for winter cover crops, and have 
planted cabbage and onions for spring use. 
The barns and barnyards have been cleaned 
and the contents hauled out on the grounds, 
getting ready for next year’s crops. 

We are crowded with young women, it be- 
ing necessary to put three and four to the 
room. We believe it to be an evidence of 
divine favor and a mark of growth. And 
we believe it would mean more stars in some 
one’s crown to build another dormitory on 
the campus here before another school year 


gins. 

Franklinton Christian College must go 
forward or backward—there is no mutual 
ground, and we thank God that there is not. 
It is our determination, by the help of Al- 
mighty God and by the direction of the 
Board of Control, to press forward and 
reach up for higher ground and to reach a 
larger number of our people. There are 
thousands of our people who have not been 
reached by any school, and Franklinton 
Christian College wants to reach out and 
help them. We are asking our friends to 
help us. We believe if we had room enough 
to accommodate all whom we could induce 
to attend here, the school would soon be- 
come self-supporting. 

We want all our friends to know how 
grateful we are for the many good things 
they are doing for us. 


Franklinton, N. C. 


J. A. HENDERSON. 


Why Not Today 
A New Year’s Story 


T was New Year’s Day. There had been 
I a big storm, and although the wind had 

spent its force, the snow still fell stead- 
ily. 

“Regular winter weather and no mis- 
take,” observed Mr. Richard Hunt, as he 
came in noisily, stamping the snow from his 
boots; “but I like it, it’s so cold and brac- 
ing.” 

Mrs. Hunt, who was sitting near an open 
Franklin stove, laughed. 

“T like the house best such a day as this,” 
she said, shivering a little. “I don’t believe 
I’d be willing to face the cold even for the 
sake of the bracing.” 

I heard you say you are going to see old 
Mrs. Helfer today.” 


“Yes; but Ill have to wait until some 


other day. Poor Mrs. Helfer!” 
“Is she sick?” 
"Yea." 


“I suppose she’s very lonely since her 
daughter died?” 

“Fea.” 

“J shouldn’t wonder if she has a struggle 
to make both ends meet since that bank 
failure?” 

“IT don’t believe she does make the ends 
meet. I feel very sorry for her.” 

“But not quite sorry enough for you to go 
and see her, as you had intended to do to- 
day?” teasingly. 

“Some other day will do as well—will it 
not?” 

“Not if she needs you today. Come, get 
on your wraps and I’ll go with you.” 

“Why, Richard Hunt! What’s got into 


you? [I thought you never liked to go call- 
ing, especially at such places.” 

“You thought right, my dear; but can you 
tell me what there is to prevent my turning 
over a new leaf on New Year’s Day?” 

She laughed. 

“It would be a good idea,” she said. 

“Well, then, encourage me in it.” 

“So I will.” 

She arose at once and was soon ready to 
face the storm, with a basket on her arm. 


“What’s in it?” Mr. Hunt asked, as he re- 
lieved his wife of the basket. 


“Sugar and spice, and everything nice,” 
she quoted. 


A little maid opened the door when they 
reached Mrs. Helfer’s. To Mr. Hunt’s ques- 
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How to Face the New Year 


Face it with an open Bible. 

Face it with confidence in Jesus 
Christ, your friend and Savior. 

Face it resolved to stand by your 
pastor in his work for the church. 

Face it with your heart right with 
God. 

Face it with a resolution to do much 
personal work for the salvation of 
souls, 

Face it with cheerfulness of heart 
and a smiling face. 

Face it resolved to do and dare for 
Christ and the Church. 

Face it lifting up Jesus Christ be- 
fore men willing to save.—Rev. Robert 
Stephens. 



















tion as to how the latter was, the child an- 
swered: “She ’m not very well, ma’am,” 
and then lowering her voice to a confidential] 


whisper, “I guess she ’m awful lonesome. 
She bin crying—I saw her.” 

The weary old face brightened when little 
Polly led the callers in, but both Mr. and 
Mrs. Hunt were observant and read “be- 
tween the lines” that the dear old lady wa 
not only sorrowful, but troubled. 

“I wish you a happy New Year,” Mrs. 
Hunt said, taking the thin old hands in a 
close clasp. 

“Thank you,” responded the old lady, 
warmly: “and I wish you both a happy New 
Year.” 

“We had a fine turkey for dinner today,” 
said Mr. Hunt, “and I rather think my 
wife brought you a piece,” uncovering the 
basket. “Yes, sure enough, here it is!” 

“Now, Dick,” said his wife, “you’ve made 
your speech; sit down, please.” 

He sat down with a sigh, pretending to 
feel hurt. He looked so comical that Mrs 
Helfer’s spirits arose so far that she 
laughed. 

“I am greatly obliged to you both for re- 
membering me,” she said. “I’m going to 
confess that I’ve been longing for some tur- 
key for a week, and now here it is.” 

The trio chatted pleasantly for a little 
while, and then Mr. Hunt arose suddenly. 

“I’ve thought of an errand or two,” he 
said. “You can have the floor to yourselves 
until I return. I’ll not be gone long.” 

He met the small maid in the hall. 

“Polly,” he said, “I don’t want to pry into 
Mrs. Helfer’s affairs, but I’m really anxious 
to know if she has everything she needs. 
She’s an old friend, you know. Does she 
need anything, Polly?” 

“Yes, sir, ’deed she do; but she didn’t say 


so. She ain’t no complainer—that’s what 
she ain’t. She ain’t had no coffee since— 
since—” 


“Go on, Polly, talk fast. Since when?” 

“Since her money took wings an’ flew. 
I dunno where it flew, but that’s what some 
one said—it flew—an’ she don’t hev butter 
no more. I wanted to tell the grocer’s boy 
we was out, but Mrs. Helfer she say, ‘No, 
not now, Polly; some other time.’ ” 


“It doesn’t seem hardly warm enough in 
the house, Polly. Do you have plenty of 
coal?” 

“That’s what we don’t, sir,” she said with 
decision. “We’m just about out. I guess by 
tomorrow it’ll be all gone. Miss Helfer’s 
a’most a-shakin’ with cold sometimes. She 
had two shawls aroun’ her when you rung 
the bell, but she took ’em off.” 

Mr. Hunt 
enough. 

“Poor dear old soul!” he said to himself, 
as he went out on his ministering journey. 

He kept his promise; he was not gone 
long. He put a bunch of bright carnations 
into the old lady’s hand, and then he said 
to his wife, smilingly, that the time had 
come for them to “move on.” 

Polly let them out of the front door. Re- 
turning to the room, she found the old lady 
in a rapture of joy. There were tears in 
her eyes, but she was smiling. The fra- 
grant, rosy carnations were still in her 


had heard enough—quite 
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hand. On a low chair beside her was the 
basket that the Hunts had brought. 

“Look, Polly!” she cried, in a glee that 
was like a child’s. 

And Polly looked and laughed. What she 
saw was a plate of sliced turkey, dainty bis- 
cuits, a, print of butter, a mince pie, a 
frosted plum cake, oranges, grapes, nuts, 
raisins, and candy. 

“Oh, my!” cried Polly; “what a fine New 
Year we do be havin’ after all!” 

Presently the grocer’s boy delivered a 
heavily filled basket and a message. 

“Tell yer missus Buck Bowers sed he’d be 
here tomorrow morning at eight o’clock 
sure.” 

“What for?” asked the amazed Polly. 

“What fro?” mockingly. “Why, to bring 
the load of coal, of course.” 

“Oh! I b’lieve there’s fairies aroun’—I 
do so!” and after closing the door on the 
grocer’s boy, Polly felt inclined to stand 
on her -head by way of celebrating the de- 
lightful new state of things. 

She left the basket standing in the hall, 
as it was too heavy for her to attempt to 
carry, but she could smell the coffee and 
took that package with her; also two or 
three more. 

“Oh, Miss Helfer!” she exclaimed, “an- 
other big basket’s come, an’ it’s jest full of 
everything. Here’s coffee fer you—an’—an’ 
tea an’ sugar. An’ tomorrer there’s a big 
load o’ coal a-coming.” 

“Polly!” 

“Yes, mum.” 

“What does it all mean—all that great 
basket of things you’re telling about and 
the coal coming tomorrow?” 

“T dunno.” 

“But who sent the groceries? Who is go- 
ing to send the coal?” 

Polly looked mystified. She stood boring 
the toe of her old shoe into the rug. Sud- 
denly a light broke over her face. 

“I guess it’s the Lord, ma’am. You sed 
the Lord ’ud provide—I heard you—an’ he’s 
done it.” 

The old lady folded her hands. 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul!” she said fer- 
vently. 

“I’ve thought of something, Miss Helfer,” 
Polly suddenly broke out, excitedly; “I guess 
Mr. Richard Hunt’s bin a-helpin’ the Lord.” 

The old lady smiled. 

“We have the same thoughts about it. Pol- 
ly, you and I,” she said.— Ernest Gilmore, in 
Midland Christian Advocate. 


Given the Conditions, Grace 


O two people are forming their Christian 

character under exactly the same condi- 
tions. But whatever the conditions, grace 
can be provided to meet them. A man can 
be a Christian anywhere and under any 
handicap. 

Born of humble slave parents, educated 
in the learning of an ancient day, sur- 
rounded by nomadic neighbors, belonging to 
an alien people, what kind of character can 
one expect? God revealed himself to Moses 





at the burning bush, and Moses yielded to 
that divine summons. 

A high-caste Pharisee by birth and train- 
ing, living in an environment of bigotry and 
of murder, what kind of character might 
one anticipate? Paul, the apostle to the 
Gentiles, came out from that environment 
because he was not disobedient to the heav- 
enly vision. 

Noble Christians have been developed 
from among the invalid class. Glorious 
lives have sprung from such unlikely quar- 
ters as slums. Soldiers and sailors have 
lived for Christ on many a battle field and 
on many a stormy sea. Christian farmers, 
salesmen, merchants, lawyers, physicians, 
mothers, teachers, and mechanics give the 
lie to the statement that “I cannot be a 
Christian in my calling.” 

Christian husbands of unbelieving wives 
have held true, and many Christian wives 
have been faithful while living with indif- 
ferent or godless husbands. Children of un- 
churched parents have become Christians, 


QUAI 
When We Look Back 


NOTHER door, another path before us, 
Leading along uncharted, unknown lands, 
We see the sail recede that hither bore us, 
Pilgrims upon a new year’s shining sands. 
We had a moment in the uncertain shadows ; 
We pause a little in our onward track ; 
Help us, O God, that straight may be our pathway, 
When we look back! 


There will be trials: in their midst uphold us; 
There will be pleasures: smile upon us then ; 

There will be sorrows: in thine arms enfold us, 
Thou who hast borne the sorrowing lot of men! 

There will be days of storm and nights of travail ; 
Like the young lions we may suffer lack; 

But, oh, that we may see that God has led us 
When we look back! 


When the ripe year has rounded to fruition, 
And orchards bend, and droops the laden vine, 
Grant that not unfruitful prove our mission ; 
Give us a harvest home of corn and wine! 
So may we serve beneath thy benediction, 
About the Master’s business never slack ; 
Nec tears shall fall from grief all unavailing, 
When we look back! 
—Emma Herrick Weed. 


LGN 


and parents of bad children have been hurt 
at heart but have kept the faith. 

Whatever may be the conditions of birth, 
education, neighbors, health, age, vocation, 
family, nation, race, or period of history, 
you can be a Christian. “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee.” “I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengtheneth me.” 
“He is able to save to the uttermost.”—- 
Western Christian Advocate. 


“God Loves Me” 


THE thought that we must love God to be 
saved, instead of being saved solely be- 
cause God loves us, clings most tenaciously 
to fallen nature; but nothing but seeing 
God’s love to us in the cross of Christ, 
shown when we were dead in sins, can give 
peace. 
A gentleman, after living in sin for many 
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years, in companionship with many others, 
heard that the ringleader of the party was 
converted, says the British Evangelist. All 
were sorry to lose such a jovial friend, and 
marveled that he could be such a fool as to 
become religious. Still he was very happy, 
and went to his old associates, one by one, 
and spoke to them of the salvation he had 
found in a risen Savior. There was one, 
however, that he took special interest in. It 
was this very gentleman of whom I sm 
speaking, and he felt -it much, and soon he 
began to realize the unsatisfying nature of 
the pleasures of sin, and to feel that he 
needed salvation. He read his Bible, but 
could get no comfort. One day he met his 
old friend, who said to him: 

“Do you ever read your Bible?” 

“Yes,” replied he; “but I get no comfort 
from it—I cannot love God!” 

“No,” said his friend, “nor could I; but 
the blessed truth is, that God loves me,” 
and then wished him good morning. 

“God loves me, God loves me,” thought 
the gentleman to himself, “what can he 
mean?” But before he reached home that 
day the thought of God having given his 
conly-begotten Son to die on the cross to save 
sinners flashed upon his soul with divine, 
living light. 

“Now,” thought he, “I see it. I see now 
that God loves me as a sinner. Yes, God 
so loves me as to save me;” and his whole 
scul was filled with joy and peace. 

So it is, as the Apostle John declares, 
“Herein is love; not that we loved God, but 


that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 


propitiation for our sins.” This enables us 
to love and serve God; for “we love him 
because he first loved us.”—1 John 4: 10- 
19. It is here the heart finds real joy, gath- 
ers up strength for service, and gives glory 
to God.—The Christian. 


A Beautiful Year 


GIRL was tacking up a new wall calen- 
dar, bearing the familiar figure of the 
New Year just about to open. 

“It’s going to be a beautiful year,” she 
said, with a prophetic tone of assurance. 

Some one who heard the girl’s prediction, 
curious to know what was in her mind, 
asked: “‘How do you know it is going to be 
2 beautiful year? A year is a long time.” 

“Well,” she answered, “a day isn’t a long 
time, and I know, because I’m going to take 
a day at a time and make it so. Years are 
only days when you come right down to it, 
and I’m going to see that every single one 
cf these three hundred and sixty-five days 
gets some one beautiful thing into it.” 

“Then it will be a beautiful year,” the 
friend answered. “You’ve got hold of a 
~vonderful secrcet.” 

Surely the girl had got hold of God’s 
ewn secret for assuring a beautiful year. 
Day by day, a day at a time, is the divine 
order. We are to pray “Give us this day— 
day by day—our daily bread.” The sweet 
promise is: “As thy day, so shall thy 
strength be.” A day at a time. “Be not 
anxious for the morrow.” One day is 
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enough to beautify at a time, and it can 
be done, then all the days will be beautiful, 
and all the beautiful days will make the 
beautiful year. 

“So teach us to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. . And 
let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us.”—The Evangelical. 


A Happy New Year 


(oP made your year a happy one— 

Not by shielding you from all sorrow and 
pain, but by strengthening you to bear it if 
it comes. ; 

Not by making your path easy, but by 
making you sturdy enough to tread any 
path. 

Not by taking hardships from you, but by 
taking all cowardice and fear from your 
heart as you meet hardships. 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
but by keeping your face bright even in the 
shadows. 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 
but by showing you where men and his 
cause need you most and by making you 
zealous to be there and to help. 

Not by keeping you from battle, but by 
bringing you off every field more than con- 
queror through Christ “who loves you.” 

God make your year a happy one!—Cle- 
land B. McAfee. 


Why the Pastor Succeeded 


E made no special stir witl® his first dis- 

“ courses, commented on the good things 

the congregation had done in the past, and 

expressed a hope that other things might be 
accomplished in the future. 


He was content to go quietly on his way 
and let the people decide for themselves 
what was in him, preferring to begin in hu- 
mility and grow in power rather than to 
begin with a flourish and fizz out in a year 
or two. 

He had little to say about domestic mat- 
ters, but his family was almost ideal in its 
relations, so that when he did speak he 
could thunder. 

His wife allowed him to be the minister, 
and was content to be his helper in the 
work. 

Winning friends was, with him, a secon- 
dary matter; ke worked for the Lord, re- 
membering that “when a man’s ways please 


the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be 
at peace with him.” 

For such as opposed him he had nothing 
but kind words; when opposition made his 
removal advisable he retired with dignity 
and grace, casting no reflections on anyone 
and expressing a wish that all might labor 
on together in unity and love, and this final 
farewell word gave him the very quintes- 
sence of triumph in the minds of all good 
people and in his own heart. 

He loved all his people and insisted on 
thinking them good people; knowing that his 
people held him in high esteem and tried to 
meet the ideal he held.—Christian Standard. 


Evangelism by the Printed Page 


HE Bible Institute Colportage Associa- 

tion, of Chicago, founded twenty-eight 
years ago by Dwight L. Moody, has during 
the past year been used of God in evangel- 
izing scores of thousands of spiritually 
neglected people in the out-of-the-way- 
places of the world, through the instrumen- 
tality. of the gospel in print. Numbers of 
conversions have been reported and many 
backsliders revived as a result. 

This work has a very wide scope, cov- 
ering as it does,. prisons, hospitals, mining 
camps, pioneer settlements, lodging-houses, 
seamen, lumber camps, the southern moun- 
tain region, and many other fields scarcely 
touched by the ordinary lines of Christian 
endeavor. 

It is a well known fact that many people 
who will not or cannot attend religious serv- 
ices, will read books and pamphlets pro- 
vided they are easily accessible and can be 
procured without cost. This Association 
has been enabled to distribute during the 
past year, by the blessing of God and the 
assistance of earnest Christian men and 
women, upwards of 150,000 pieces of Chris- 
tian literature (mostly Colportage books 
and Scripture portions) in about one thou- 
send places where the need seemed great- 
est. 


Where the Devil Sleeps 


S there a spot in all the world where 
Satan is likely to sleep at his post? That 
there is such a place was the opinion of Mr. 
[T. L. Moody, who related this incident: “A 
man dreamed he was traveling and came to 
a little church, and on the cupola of that 
church there was a devil fast asleep. He 


went along farther and came to a log cabin, 
and it was surrounded by devils all wide 
awake. He asked one of them what it meant. 
Said the devil, ‘I will tell you; the fact is, 
that whole church is asleep, and one devil 
can take care of all the people; but here are 
a man and a woman who pray, and they 
have more power than the whole church.” 
—-Kind Words, 


Determined by Thought 


MAN’S thought determines the moral 

climate of his life, and will settle the 
question whether his conduct is to be poison- 
ous marsh or fertile meadow, fragrant gar- 
den or barren sand. The pose of the mind 
determines the disposition, and will settle 
whether a man shall soar with angels in the 
heavenlies or wallow with swine in the 
mire. What we think about the things that 
are greatest will determine how we do the 
things that are least. What are your pri- 
mary thoughts about God? The prints of 
those thoughts will be found in your cour- 
tesies, in your intercourse in the common re- 
lationships of life, in the control of the 
body, and in all the affairs of home and 
market and field—J. H. Jowett, D. D. 


os : 
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“What will the New Year be to us? It is 
a grave question. We are always going to 
do better. Now is the time. If we ever 
reach a noble character, we must begin some 
time. There is no better time for a be- 
ginning than the opening of a new year. 
Start this year for heaven.” 


oO 


A good knight is best known in battle, 
and a Christian in the time of adversity.— 
Sir Walter Scott. 

oD 

They are never alone who are accom- 
panied by noble thoughts.—Sir Philip 
Sidney. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


>. S. Sailer,-241 East 32d St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

G. Nelson, Red Cloud, Nebr. 

E. White, Windsor, Va. 

. S. Ryan, R. R. 2, Coshocton, Ohio. 

R. Vernor Ellis, Yale, Il. 

T. F. Bagby, Greentown, Ind. 

G. W. Shepherd, Sumner, Il. 

J. W. Garrett, 221 Hammond St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
J. Pressley Barrett, Henderson, 4 

Askan Stueler, 14 N. Parrish Ave., Hamilton, Ohio. 
J. W. Ackley, 2604 Chestnut Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 
John S. Kegg, 1165 Pennsylvania Ave., Columbus, O. 
A. M. Hainer, 314 Islington St., Portsmouth, N. H 
E. H. Willey, R. R. 2, Greensburg, Mo. 

W. D. Harward, 1612 Prentis Ave., Portsmouth, Va. 
Clark A. Denison, Bonebrake Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. 
Levi J. Carter, Clemons, Iowa. 
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CHURCH WANTED 


Having accepted a position as editor of a county 
paper, I felt that I could not consider the calls ex- 
tended me at the close of the conference year. How- 
ever, I now feel it necessary, for my own spiritual 
welfare, to get back into te work and therefore can 
consider a quarter, half, or full-time charge, prefer- 
ably in southern Illinois. No church, small or weak, 
will be ignored. Write R. Vernor Ellis, Editor Yale 
Special. 

Yale, Illinois. 





NEW SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


The officials of The Christian Publishing Association are ex- 
tremely anxious that the subscription list of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty be greatly increased, and every pastor throughout the 
denomination should be just as anxious as these officials. 


For the next few months we have decided to conduct a sub- 
scription campaign, and we want the enthusiastic support of the 
pastor and workers of all churches. 


By special arrangement we will authorize any Pastor, Religious 
Education Secretary, Ladies’ Aid Society, Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety, or any other church organization to take Herald subscriptions, 
and for every ten new subscriptions taken at the regular two-dollar 
rate, you may retain Five Dollars of the twenty collected, as Your 
commission. In case you do not secure the ten new names, you may 
retain the usual 35c commission. On renewals the commission re- 
mains the same, 25c for a yearly remittance. 


The holiday season is now over, and as the revival spirit is 
prevalent in many of our churches, it should be an easy matter to 
get in touch with members of your congregation, and we believe with 
the proper effort our Herald list should be more than doubled in the 
next three months. 


The Herald of Gospel Liberty is conceded to be one of the very 
best religious periodicals published, and as you have the talking 
points all in your favor, we hope the results will be astonishing. 


‘We will help in any way we can from the Business Office, and 
urge that you ask for sample copies, subscription blanks, or for any 
information that will aid in the subscription campaign. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Fifth and Ludlow Dayton, Ohio. 





